
Eight Hours 

Plus 

Students put in extra time 

/us alarm clock goes off at 5:30 a.m. He drags himself out of bed 
and into the shower. He gulps down a quick glass of orange juice just 
in time to hop on his bus. When he gets to school, he wanders around 
for 45 minutes, and waits for his friends. After school, he walks down 
to the locker room to dress for baseball practice. He finally arrives at 
his house around 8:30 p.m. He falls into bed, fast asleep, without 
doing his homework or eating dinner. Does 
this scenario sound familiar? It 
may. 

For some students, going early 
to school or staying after may be 
a personal decision. Junior 
Jennifer Surrett played on the 
varsity basketball team, and 
during the off season she stayed 
after school to work out. 

"Everyday I run about three 
miles, lift weights three days a 
week, and play basketball," said 
Surrett. "Sometimes I run stairs 
and jump rope." 

When junior Amy Sears comes 
to school early, it was also a 
personal choice. 

"Sometimes I come early to 
check out how my glaze turned 
out on my pots," explained Sears. 

"Mr. Witt doesn't get to school 
until about ten till eight, so I walk 
around for about ten minutes and 
talk to people." 

Sometimes, staying after school is not a decision, it's required. For 
example, students in biology have to stay after school to make up work 
they missed. 

"I missed one day because of senior ditch day, and I went to Ball 
State another day," said senior Danielle Kovecsi. "I went in for biology 
after school to dissect my fetal pig, and Mrs. Carmichael was there to 
make sure I knew what I was doing. I was there about an hour, and I 
totally understood after that. I'm glad she makes us stay after. It 
shows she cares." 

School was longer than eight hours for some students. The day 
didn't just include classes and lunch. While some were able to leave at 
2:55, others were seen hanging around playing a sport, working out, or 
making up missed work. -Melissa White 



npting to finish his homework, sopho- 

nore William Gomez puts the finishing 
’ touches on as sophomore Chris Ray looks on. 
Before school was often spent finishing up for- 
gotten homework. -Tony Papa 
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Melissa White 





v., ketching a portrait, senior 
Justin Schwier puts on the fin- 
ishing touches during his I.R. 
Schwier was the designer of the 
cover of the 96-97 Reflector. 

-Mike Podgorny 
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/ oading groceries, senior 

Kathy Carnahan lifts them 
into a customer's Ul^.n 
C arnahan chose to work at 
Strack & Van Til for l.C.E, 
^ -7?nv Papa 


aifding over some change, 
Senior Bill Carroll spends hi^ 

morning running the DECA 
store. Carroll also served as 
president of DECA and was an 

P^ttmem^S -Tom/ Wpa 





Talkin' a 
reak 


9/C and 9 .C.t. provide escapes 

|/\/5iat would it be like to take an hour out of your school schedule 
to catch up on extra work? Or how about getting to leave after lunch to 
go to work? Some students were able to do these things. A student 
taking an Independent Research, or I.R., got to spend an hour doing a 
teacher-assigned project, and a student in Interdisciplinary 
Cooperative Education, or I.C.E., got to leave school any time after 
fourth hour, depending on how 
many credits were needed, to 
work at their place of 
employment. 

Junior Vanessa Cutka, sports 
editor for the Reflector, found 
herself staying in for lunch and 
after school working on her 
yearbook layouts. So she 
decided to drop a class second 
semester and take a yearbook 
I.R. 

“I got so much done after I 
took an I.R.," said Cutka. “1 
didn't have to stay after school 
until six or stay in at lunch. I got 
it all done in class and during my 
I.R." 

Senior Julie Lang joined I.C.E. 
to work and receive school 

credits at the same time. She worked at Menards. 

"I didn't have to do anything special to join I.C.E. I just had to make 
sure my job was stable and that my supervisor did not mind filling out 
evaluation sheets every nine weeks," said Lang. 

Even though these students got to escape from the normal school 
day for an hour or two, they still had to work hard to get the job done 
and to get their credits for graduation. -Melissa White 




ting Jabba the Hutts eye, junior Noah 
finishes up in his ceramics I.R. Zondor 
his project from a Jabba the Hutt draw- 
ing and toy. -Amy Sears 
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Melissa White 



easuring the 
ljrtiglHoffe board, senior 
)aniel Spoor helps out 
in his shop class. Spoor 
was working on con- 
structing a wall. 

-Fay Netos 


Powered 

Learning 

building a future 

(he morning is jam packed with hard classes that involve a lot 
of homework and demanding hours of study- Then came the 
first I.T.E. class where the students were not forced to sit at a 
desk all day to read and study from a textbook. 

For some students involved in I.T.E classes, being able to 
learn how to use the tools was a plus. 

“I liked learning to use the tools and being able to work with 
my hands to build stuff," said junior Robert Segally. 

The communications classes allowed the 
students to learn about and use different forms of 
communication technology. 

'The thing that 1 like about communications the 
most is learning about the different ways 
technology is used and then trying it," said 
sophomore Kevin Riese. 

Sometimes the I.T.E. classes provided an easier 
class in an otherwise hectic schedule for the 
students. 

"Communications was an easy credit for me 
because I'm too advanced for the class and pretty 
much already know everything that we learned," 
said sophomore Matty jabkowski. 

Having a fun time was not the only thing that 
I.T.E. classes provided for the students. They also taught the 
students other aspects. 

"I learned to get a better grasp on computers and how they 
affect the age of technology," said Segally. 

Sometimes having a little freedom went a long way in the 
field of learning. The I.T.E. classes allowed the students to learn 
with their hands open instead of their books. 

-Cindy McFadden 



tending a nail into 
tlleJa«*ard, junior Patrick 
Eddy works on building 
the top of the wall. In the 
construction classes, the 
students were allowed to 
work in a more relaxed at- 
mosphere. -Fay Netos 
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eading the instruc- 
tions, junior Robert Day 
tries to figure out what he 
should measure. The dass 
was working on a group 
project. -Fay Netos 


lueing down a piece of 
green felt, sophomore An- 
thony Washick helps his 
group to complete the 

project. His group designed 
a golf course. -Fay Netos 



sing/a ruler to trace a 
Straight edge, senior 
fadtev Lukas draws in 
the edge of the goalie box. 
Lukas's group designed a 
soccer field. -Fay Netos 
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Cindy McFaJden 



Stoessin' 

Out 

Learning through frustration 



n 

oncentrating hard in 
hei_aigebra II class, junior 
Patricia Ortiz stresses out 
on her homework. Home- 
work can be a cause for 
stress amoung many stu- 
dents. 

-Gina Menchaca 


/Running to his first hour class the student barely escapes his fifth 
and final tardy before getting suspended. He finally gets settled and 
the teacher tells the class to clear their desks for a huge test. Just 
before the class lets out, the teacher announces that there will be a 
major project due Friday. The student leaves first hour feeling 
pressured and stressed. 

Stress can come from many different places. For some people 
tests can be the cause for their stress. 

“Preparing for and taking tests causes me to get 
stressed out," said junior Jessica Slawikowski. 

Teachers can be the cause of stress for some 
students. 

"It irritates me when teachers teach too slow, and 
everyone already understands how to do it, but they 
just don't move on," said sophomore Joshua 
Hammers. 

Even students themselves can cause their 
classmates to get stressed out. 

"Loud annoying people that don't know what 
they’re talking about causes my stress," said senior 

Monica Wirth. 

Everyone has their own way of dealing with stress. 
For some students it’s just sorting out the problem. 

"I just try to study for the test so that if s not so stressful when I 
take it," said Slawikowski. 

Some people have a more laid back way of confronting their 
problems. 

"When I get stressed I just try to laugh it off," said sophomore 

Laura Huber. 

By the end of the school day, students walk out of the building 
looking for a way to get rid of all the stress they have accumulated 
throughout the day. -Cindy McFaddeti 
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truggling with a 
photo rtor the cover of the 
yearbook, senior Mike 
Podgomy nearly pulls out 
his hair. Podgorny was 
photography coordinator 
for both the Reflector and 
Panther Press staffs. 

-Fay Netos 
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ung over senior 
ugh ns shoulder, 

Smith tries to 
figure out how to proceed 
with the chest cavity. The 
biologv students spent 

several weeks workingTfflf 
the fetal pigs. -Fay Netos 



1 1 Hiking between the dis- 
^P^HBanual and the fetal 

pig, junior Jennifer Spiegel 
tries to determine what to do 
next. The fetal pig unit was 
used to stress a different way 

of learning in a limited 

ammint rif HrYltl K. 




£ ng hard to under- 
unior Kristin Stitt 
es through some 
homework. "I was frus- 
trated over my Algebra II 
worksheets,"said Stitt. 

-Gina Menchaca 
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Cindy McFadden 



Superior 

Seniors 

(graduating in the top ten 


l ^ nowing that you're in the top 10% of your class can 
make a student feel proud and accomplished, but imagine 
making it to be one of the top ten graduates. That's an 
honor earned by hard work and perseverance. 

For senior Michele Aldrin, it was a combination be- 
tween self motivation and her family's help that lifted her 
to fifth in her class. 



"Persistence and my family's support has 
helped me make the top ten, "said Aldrin. 
"My brother has always gotten good grades, 
so I was able to look up to him for guidance." 

Senior Christine Doyle became valedicto- 
rian by looking toward the future. 

"I want to go into premed and I knew I had 
to be one of the best in my class to get into the 
school I wanted," said Doyle. 

Sometimes the push of a parent can be the 
determining factor when it comes down to 
class ranking. 

"My parents pushing me to do good helped 
me to achieve my goal of being the top male 
graduate of my class," said senior Ting Lau. 
Starting out on the right foot can make a big difference 
in the long run according to David Falda . 

"The thing that helped me the most was starting out 
strong as a freshman, because everything builds on the 
beginning, "said Falda. 

No matter how this year top ten seniors did it, they will 
have graduated knowing they were the best of their class. 

-Cindy McFadden 


^ /liking at the Top Ten 
dinner John King, band 
and— senior Christine 
Doyle await the start of 
the dinner. "I've always 
been competitive and I 
think that helped me to get 
good grades," said Doyle. 

-Bryan Duney 



Jtting together at the 
top tan dinner, senior 
ti Terpstra and her 
mother Rebecca Terpstra 
eat their soup. Terpstra in- 
vited Joan Bowron to the 
dinner for being her most 
admired teacher. 

-Bryan Duney 



> 
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^ / aking iiom the rel- 
ish tray senior Karyn 
Bartnicki,and Judy 
Bartnicki decides what 

to eat. Vartnicki placed 
tenth in her class. 

-Bryan Duney 


fxing their plates at the 

top ten dinner senior 
Michele Aldrinand Linda 
Aldrin choose from an ar- 
ray of food Aldrin gradu- 
ated third in the class of 
1997. -Bryan Duney 




/ ating soup, senior 

*Taryn Vrane sits next to 
the^-mother Florence 
Vrane at the Top Ten Din- 
ner. "I never really had a 
goal of being in the top 
ten, it just happened, "said 
Vrane. 

-Bryan Duney 
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Cindy McFadden 


With complete determination, junior 
Shawn Andriessen, halfback, rushes 
through his opponents hoping to score. 
Andriessen received Special Mention 
for the 1996 Bloomington Herald Junior 
All-State Football Award. 

- Mike Podgorny 




Trying fora win, senior Mike Callender 
struggles with his opponent. Callender 
ended the season with 31 wins, 6 losses, 
and 25 pins, and was also a 1997 Re- 
gional Qualifier. - Mike Podgorny 


Outofmyu>ay 


Fighting a tough line of defense, junior 
Michelle Adame dribbles her way 
through the key of the court. Besides 
basketball, Adame also participated in 
soccer and softball. -Mike Podgorny 
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Concentrating on a perfect serve, senior 
Wendy Irvin begins another round of 
volleyball, while her fellow teammate 
senior Amy Ranta prepares for the op- 
posing team's possible return. The vol- 
leyball team ended their season with a 
record 11-20. -Mike Podgorny 




9 yot the Moil 9mpnoued PlayeA A wood at the WinteA Spoiti Ganyuet 
lait niyht! 9 knout it'i not M1)P oa anythiny, Put at leait it' 4. an awand. 
Gaiketlall On 't my leit talent eitheA. 9t'i ^ uuuy that 9 yot an owaid ^OA tlui 
ipoit and not j OA iocceA OA wAeitliny, my letteA tatentl. 'Well anywayi, thii 
ieaion wai aweiome. ‘lhii wai the jiAit time in 20 yeaAA that we won a iectianal 
yame! We weAe 4a hyped. 

9 know tfou fait kind a j hummed, hecauie you didn't play, any ipoiti 
tlui yeaA, hut you didn't have to ya to pAactice eueAyday and liiten to the 
coachei. I / 0 * 1 <oeAe actually alle to haue a li^e! Ijeoh, 9 know you aAe in a land, 
hut 9 think that ii a little diUpAent. Man, 9 wiih 9 could haue leen in a land. 9 
laue the yuitaA. 9t'i io lad! 

My ItAatheA, flaion, uAed to ploy the yuitaA all the time, hut then he 
joined the ^ ootlall team. 6^ couAie that took up. all o ^ hii time. All he did that 
4eaion wai eat, ileep, and JtAeathe ^ ootlall ! 9 AememleA one niyht, he ilept with 
a jpotlall in hu aAmi. Oh yeah, AememleA that {iyht me and " fl" yot into? 9 
u4ed hiA h ootlall play look to help itaot a lon^iAe out in the woodi. 9 didn 't 
Aealiye what it wai. 9t wai iittiny in the loch a ^ my touch, io 9 uAed it! die 
neoeA jpAyave me ^ OA that one. 9t'i too lad they didn 't win iectionali, hut at leait 
my lAotheA will (jet a chance next yeaA. Ai a iophamOAe, he didn 't yet to ploy 
much anywayi. 

Gan you lelieue my AiiteA, MelUia, On 't tAyiny out ^OA cheeAleadiny thu 
yeaA? GheeAleadiny hoi alwayi leen heA li^e! She wauti to play otheA ipoxti like 
voUeylall oa iocceA. * 7 he uolleylaU team did io aweiome thui yeaA! 9 think ihe 
would like that letteA. She' i one o ^ thoie yiAti that wauti to le in eoeAythiny. 

So Giian, do you think that next yeaA ( ouA ienioA yeaA ) you 'll ya lack 
into ipoiti ayain? If 04 * alwayi laved iocceA when we weAe in ^A. dhyh. 

PememleA we nied to alwayi ploy in that ^ ield hy GeiAiyeA. 9 think you ihould 
ploy next yeaA. Jlait ieaion wai "da homh. JlateAi, Tjo! 
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O BSERVING a baseball game, senior Angela Bishop, 
baseball manager, attempts to keep warm. Bishop, who 
kept the statistics of each team member, was constantly trying 
to stay toasty because spring was unusually cold this year. 

-Mike Podgorny 


G OING through the record book, sophomore Amanda 

Marat* Mid junior Kristin Pros*, track irmugiTS, takedown 

new times for the runners. It was often necessary to update the record 
book as the runners were constantly improving their times. 

■Mike Podgorny 



MANAGERS 

Jeffery Bice - Girls' Soccer 
Angela Bishop - Baseball 
Kristin Dross - Football /Boys' Track 
Trisha Fleishman - Girls' Basketball 
Ginger Hartman - Boys’ Basketball 
Tina Heft - Boys’ Basketball 
Vanessa Hooper - Girls' Basketball 
Anna Lafayette - Girls' Soccer 
Amanda Marcus - Football 
Gina Menchaca - Boys' Track 
Angela Miller - Wrestling 

Brenda Moore-Football/Wrestling ( trainer) / Boys' T rack 
Angela Parent - Wrestling 
Susan Purgert - Boys’ Swimming/Girls' Swimming 
Came Rex - Football/ Wrestling /Boys' Track 
Julie Scheeringa - Football 
Melanie Scheeringa - Football 
Heidi Terpstra - Baseball 
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EEPIN' 

tfi'EM 


SANE 

Managers mal<e season less stressful 


Who is the most important part of a team? Is it the coaches? The trainers? The players? The 
team managers believe that they are one of the most important parts of the team. 

"If we weren't there, the work would be super hard on the team and the coaches," said 
sophomore Amanda Marcus, football manager. "We lessen the confusion and try to help relax 
the tension." 

Other managers agreed that the coaches would have a hard time. 

"The team would do okay, but the coaches would have lots of extra work to do and they'd 
have less time to spend assisting the athletes," said senior Susan Purgert, swimming manager. 

Managing isn’t all work however. It can be fun too. 

"It's fun to help out and be there when the team does good," said junior Brenda Moore, 
wrestling/football manager. "It's a way to be in a sport but not play the sport." 

A sense of belonging is just one of the many things that can be attained through managing 
Another benefit is the personal enjoyment gained. 

"I get satisfaction out of knowing that I'm helping the team to do their best," said Purgert. 

While the managers don't participate physically in the sport, they help to keep the sport less 
chaotic. The coaches' sanity and the players' success often depended on these individuals. 

-Josh Martin 



C ONVERSING with Assistant Football Coach, Travis 
Walls, junior Brenda Moore stands near the field. "I 
thought it would be fun to be part of a team and get 
patches on my coat," said Moore. -Mike Podgorny 
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B REAKING through the line, 
junior Thomas Grasha fights to 
hold on to the ball, Grasha was full- 
back and filled in when senior Kris 
Matson moved to tightend. 

-Mike Podgorny 
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R UNNING for five yards, se- 
nior Kris Matson dodges 
through the Trojan defensive line. 
The Panthers were ranked #2 in the 
History of the Nation for most total 
yards averaged per game. They fin- 
ished with 458 yards per game. 

-Mike Podgorny 



K NEELING down after a dis- 
appointing loss to Munster, se- 
nior Anthony Stabolito takes time 
out. The Panthers lost the sectional 
championship 7-0. - Mike Podgorny 


L EAPING for a pass, senior 
Michael Sherry attempts to grab 
another one in the victory over Whit- 
ing. Sherry was MVP in the Region 
One All-Stars. -Mike Podgorny 



1 28 Sports 






Breaking the Indiana total offense record with 717 total yards in the opening game, the Panthers were off 
to an impressive start. In the second game of the season, they showed that they weren't satisfied with that. They 
overcame the newly established record with 743 yards. Griffith looked unstoppable or at least uncatchable 
according to junior Shawn Andriessen. 

"We didn't have the size like last year,'' said Andriessen. "We won on speed and quickness." 

Record breaking wasn't left only to the big guys. The younger players got their chance to shine too. 

"It was cool because [Chris] Hitt who is only a sophomore is the one who broke the record for total offensive 
yards," said sophomore Tim Duke. 

Revenge was another element of the season. After the '96 regional loss to Hobart, Griffith had their hopes 
set on a rematch. But after the Panthers lost to Munster in the regular season, the Mustangs moved up to the 
top rival spot for the sectional title. The team then dedicated the off-season to defeating this new rival and 
regaining Panther Pride, but, revenge was denied by Munster with a 7-0 loss in the sectional championship. 

But avenging Hobart wasn't out of the picture. The Panthers would get their greatly anticipated chance in 
the '97 regular season. -Vanessa Cutka 


M ourning the sectional 

loss to Munster, junior Shane 
Radtke drops to his knees in disbe- 
lief. Because of this disappointing 
defeat, the team was denied their 
chance to rechallenge Hobart. 

-Mike Podgorny 


ith new speed 
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OR THE 
RECORD 


GHS 


OPP. 


71 Hammond 27 
High 

64 Highland 12 
7 Munster 16 
54 Clark 12 
33 Lowell 13 
83 Calumet 0 
42 Whiting 18 
56 Gavit 17 

Sectionals 

33 Lowell 21 
56 Hammond 20 
High 

Sectional 

Championship 

0 Munster 7 

All-Conference 

Shane Radtke 
Thomas Grasha 
Shawn Andriessen 
Michael Sherry 
Josh Greco 
Jeremy Skura 
Kris Matson 
Evan Schreiber 
Anthony Stabolito 

Honorable Mention 

Joe Bonnema 
Jason Smit 
Shane Tinich 

3R0KEN RECORDS 

x Rushed for 4,060 yards 
✓ State record for total 
offense in a single game 
-743 yards vs. Highland 
✓Number one offense for 
third straight year in 
Northwest Indiana 
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P ASSING it into the red zone, 
senior Amy Ranta leans in for 
the bump. Ranta played strong 
outsides and was awarded best 
passer and digger. 

- Mike Podgornii 

S PIKING the ball, senior Natalie 
Miller leaps high into the air. 
Miller played middle and was co- 
captain with senior Wendy Irvin and 
junior Jorie Flores. -FnyNetos 




130 


Sports 






ISING ABOVE 

Volleyball girls serve up wins 


For athletes, most join for a specific reason. Some are influenced by professional athletes, while 
others are influenced by hundreds of other reasons. But for sophomore Jenny Ranta, it was her 
sister. 

"I have been playing for five years," said Ranta. "I watched all my sister's games and thought it 
looked like fun." 

While practicing hard for big time rivals Munster and Highland, the team took a humorous 
approach to day long practices. 

"This year, one day before the season began we took a trip to the beach and grubbed at Shakey's," 
said Ranta. " Our bus drivers were always crazy." 

The successful team worked hard to get the kinks out of '95's varsity season of 7-1 9. The 96 season, 
concentrating on cooperation and teamwork, brought the record to 11-20. 

Even though all season's have to end, most don't end without a tear. The memories of a win or 
tragic loss stay a lifetime. 

"1 was discouraged after the loss to Highland," said junior Jennifer Linders. "1 know we didn't play our 
very best." 

Making their goals, the volleyball players worked together to keep the intensity alive and never gave up. 

-Tony Papa 


S WITCHING positions, juniors 
Danielle Garnett and Jorie 
Flores exchange low-fives of 
encouragement. "Jorie and I would 
do a little handshake before each 
serve for good luck," said Garnett. 
"It later became a superstitious kind 
of thing." -Bryan Duney 


COR THE 

1 RECORD 

OHS OPT. 

2 

River Forest 

0 

2 

E.C. Central 

0 

0 

Michigan City 

2 

0 

Andrean 

2 

1 

Hebron 

2 

0 

Merrillville 

2 

1 

North Newton 

2 

1 

Hanover 

2 

1 

Hobart 

2 

2 

Morton 

0 

0 

Crown Point 

2 

2 

Whiting 

° 

2 

Lake Station 

0 

0 

Munster 

2 

2 

Whiting 

0 

2 

Wirt 

0 

2 

Hanover 

0 

0 

Gavit 

2 

2 

Calumet 

0 

0 

Valparaiso 

2 

2 

Hammond 

1 

0 

Bishop Noll 

2 

0 

West Side 

2 

1 

Clark 

2 

0 

Highland 

2 

0 

Lowell 

2 

0 

Sectional 

Highland 

2 
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V Front Row: Derek Blythe, Shane Hudnall, Tony Doctor, Dale Rudzinski, Todd 
Doctor Second Row: Jeremy Buzea, Keith Loudenber, Dan Ahart, Steve Long, Ryan 
Towasnicki, Brian Farrenkopf, Pete Wojcik Back Row: Craig Sims, Chris Troksa, Matt 
Banke, Coach Ron Knestrict, Adam King, Brad Lukas, Craig Konopasek 


k / Front Row: Shawn Zolcak, Justin Albright, Chad Lukas, Colin Banta, George 
V Scott, Everett Mull Back Row: Brian Sowinski, Paul Blahunka, David Carnahan, 
Ron Knestrict (coach), Jared Wojcik, Matt Michels, Joe Homoky 




C OMPROMISING, senior 
Pete Wojcik quenches his 
thirst after an unsuccessful search 
for a paper cup. The Flighland game 
was tied and going into overtime 
but the guys managed a victory. 

-Mike Podgorny 

K ICKING the ball around, se- 
nior Brad Lukas moves it 
down the field. The seniors were an 
influential part of the soccer team. 
Players were allowed more control 
of the season with seniors leading 
the way. -Mike Podgorny 
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The boys' soccer team experienced this leadership hands-on throughout the season. 

“He [the coach] let us run our own team," said senior Steve Long. "We had a lot 
leaders." 

This new coaching approach proved effective as the season progressed. 

"When he let us run the team, we did really good," said Long. 


gone anywhere." 

Even though they did have a "winning season", r 
leadership. 

"I didn't like the seniors being in charge," said jun 
everyone as equals and we would've played better.' 


L OOKING on in disbelief, se- 
nior Dan Ahart is held back by 
freshman Colin Banta after being 
kicked out of the game against 
Highland. "I was mad because they 
took a goal away from us and it 
could have changed the game," said 
Ahart. "I got kicked out for arguing 
about it." -Mike Podgorny 
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GHS OPT. 


0 

Munster 

4 


1 

Hobart 

2 

1 

1 

Morton 

3 


5 

Crown Point 

0 

1 

5 Hammond High 0 


2 

Andrean 

2 


5 

Merrillville 

3 


1 

Gavit 

0 


2 

Portage 

8 


4 

Highland 

2 

[ 

3 

Lake Central 

1 


0 

Chesterton 

4 

7 

1 

Bishop Noll 

2 


9 

Lowell 

0 

r 

1 

Clark 

0 

d 

1 

Valparaiso 

6 



Sectionals 



1 

Munster 

0 

/■ 

4 

Highland 

3 

s 

4 

Morton 

2 

n 


Regionals 


n 

0 

Lake Central 

2 

e. 

71 
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Front Row: Caryn Miller, Allison Gatlin, Michelle Adame,Lora Melton Second Row: 
Jeff Bice (manager), HeatherCundiff, Lindsay Vrane,Tania Fliter, LisaCundiff,Taryn 
rane Back Row: Vickie Negrete (assistant coach), Beth Hudacin, Trisha Verbich, Michelle 
Blessing, Angie Miller, Deanna Westerfield, Melissa Peterson, Becky Ryhne, Raul 
Dominguez (head coach) 




A PPROACHING the sideline, 
-^^•senior Deanna Westerfield 

throws the ball in. Westerfield 
played midfielder and was team 
captain. - Mike Podgorny 

U ASSING it back, junior Tania 
Fliter kicks the ball to a team- 
mate. She led the team in scoring 
with 17 goals, 17 assists and 20 steals 
during the season. -Mike Podgorny 
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AV1NG A BALL 


Girls shoot for common goal 


"Kill, kill! Hate, hate! Murder, murder! Mutilate! Let's go Griffith!" 

Sounds of enthusiasm echoed through the stands as the girls' soccer team got fired up for an another 
game. Not only did they communicate their excitement to the crowd, they expressed it to each other as 
well. 

"This year our team really worked as a team, not as individual superstars," said senior Angie Miller. 

An increased number of new players gave the girls a chance to make friends they otherwise may have 
never met. 

"Since we really didn't know each other personally, we connected on the field," said Miller. 

These additions proved to be valuable as the team grew together. Having a lot of previous experience, 
the younger players played their roles well. 

"It helped a lot because they already knew the fundamentals and we were able to work on more 
advanced things," said junior Tania Fliter. 

Personality and age differences had some of the athletes doubting their potential. 

"I think our differences actually improved our team because our different styles of play had to come 
together," said senior Beth Hudacin. 

Determination and communication built lasting friendships and led to a record season. -Vanessa Cutka 


C HASING the ball, junior 
Michelle Blessing plays of- 
fense against the Chesterton Tro- 
jans. Offense improved with the 
girls scoring 49 goals compared to 
last year's 25. The season ended with 
an overall record of 9-8. -Fay Netos 

COR THE 
* RECORD 

GHS OTP. 

3 Highland 1 

! 1 Chesterton 2 

3 Michigan City 0 
7 Bishop Noll 1 
4 Valparaiso 0 

3 Munster 1 

0 Merrillville 6 

2 Highland 0 

1 Crown Point 2 
1 Lake Central 7 
4 Hobart 1 

5 Munster 1 

6 LaPorte 1 

2 Andrean 5 

9 Bishop Noll 1 

MVP 

Tania Fliter 
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1*1 

VJ DISTANCE 

Boys run the extra mile 

The thought of lungs collapsing wasn't exactly the best recruiting 
technique to get students to join the boys’ cross country team, but people still 
seemed to want to run. Although the team still didn't have all the runners 
that they wanted, they still kept their act together and did their best. 

Around the time of the race many other different thoughts, like how 
much they prepared for it, were flying through their heads. 

"Before the race I think about how much I practiced and how much more 
and how much harder I practiced than everyone else," said senior Steve 
Lehmann. 

Many different thoughts came to mind when members of the team 
thought about what cross country meant to them, even the thought of lungs 
collapsing. 

"The feeling of my lungs collapsing, my heart exploding and my ankles 
breaking as I crossed the finish line come to my mind when I think of cross 
country," explained sophomore Ian Wotkun. 

After all the races are done and all the medals have been handed out and 
everyone has gone home the only thought left to feel is self-satisfaction. 

- Sara Biehl 



F RONT ROW: Jason Tomcsi, Jeremy Bratton, Mark Eaton, Chris Brookhart Back row: Chris 
Ramanoiassistant coach), Rick Smith, Paul Passini, Dan Anderson, Steve Lehmann, Ian Wotkun, 
Bemie Zemanthead coach) 


COR THE 
1 RECORD 

GHS OPP . 

21 Highland 33 
Morton 40 

51 Gavit 37 
Munster 38 


30 Bishop Noll 37 
Hammond High 49 


32 

Clark 58 


Calumet 61 


Whiting 63 

3rd 

Gavit 

Invite 

17th 

New Prarie 

7th 

Highland 

Invite 

5th 

Hobart 

Invite 

5th 

Sectionals 

8th 

Regionals 

State 

Steve Lehmann 
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E NTE R I NG the chute, serrtor Steve Leh manmkwesJou n 

after crossing the finish line. Lehmann came in first place in 
Conference. - Fay Netos 


R ELAXING before a meet, senior Dan Anderson listens to 
a little bit of AC/DC to clear his mind. Anderson always 
did this little ritual before every single one of his meets. 

-Mike Podgorny 




M UNCHING on some watermelon after the Gavit unite, 
sophomore Jeremy Bratton relaxes in the sun. This was 
Bratton's first year on the cross country team. 

-Angela Summers 
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Sara Biehl 




UNNING 

AS 

ONE 


Unity Helps Girls Finish Ahead 

Look at all those girls with their hair braided says one girl pointing at a cross 
country team. I bet they're from Griffith says another. Oh yeah, I heard they're 
all really close. 

Cross Country is an individual sport. Although meets were won as a team, 
how well each girl did depended on her alone. This attracted many girls to the 
sport. 

“1 like cross country because it's individual, like if you do good it's all because 
of you," said sophomore Carrie Hanchar. 

While each girl strived to do the best she could, the experienced seniors on the 
team helped the underclassmen to do their best. 

"The seniors really encourage you, and push you to go harder," said Hanchar. 

Since there was such a small number of girls on the team this year, the 
members really bonded together. 

"The team was more united," said senior Amy Belcher. "We had less people, 
and it was easier to talk to everybody." 

The team had a party for Conference, where they braided their hair and ate 
carbo-packed spaghetti for extra energy. 

"We all braided our hair so we were like a matched set," commented Belcher. 

-Allison Gienmn 


F RONT ROW: Amy Belcher, Laura Zagrocki, Amy Zagrocki, Samantha Adame Second Row: 

Angela Summers, Jessica Meece, Bernie Zemen(coach), Darci Biesczat, Kara Moore Not pictured: 
Carrie Hanchar, Mary Belcher 


COR THE 

1 RECORD 

1 GHS OTP. 

Lowell 

33 

79 Andrean 

57 

Merrillville 

65 

8th Gavit Invite 


11th T.F.South 


Invite 


31 Highland 

27 

Morton 

49 

40 Gavit 

32 

Munster 

2 

10th NewPrairie 


Invite 


33 Bishop Noll 

21 

Hammond 

57 

Clark 

32 

33 Calumet 

51 

Whiting 

60 

9th Highland 


Invite 


4th Conference 


4th Sectionals 


10th Regionals 
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B raiding toi tiMm spunt, freshman Samantha Adame 

gives senior Amy Zagrocki a new look for sectionals. The 
girls held a spaghetti dinner at senior Angela Summers' house 

d^Rferto prepa^^^BBI^^etwhere theteiWWjdtWTdthird 

-Angela Summers 

S TRETCHING before their conference meet, senior 
Angela Summers, sophomore Carrie Hanchar, freshman 
Samantha Adame, and sophomore Laura Zagrocki warm-up 
for the race. This was Zagrocki's only meet due to a leg injury. 

-Fay Netos 




L EADING the pack, senior Jessica Meece runs for the finish 
line at Dowling Park where the Conference meet was held. 
Meece placed first at Conference for the second year in a row. 

-Rebecca Leffel 
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Allison Cierman 



ERVING UP 
BEST 

Seasonadds fun togame for boys' tennis 

While they focused on strengthening their skills, the boys’ tennis team had a 
blast. 

"We worked hard, but had as much fun as possible," said junior Mike Kelley. 

Friendships were built and differences put aside when they stepped out onto 
the court. 

"There was very good team unity this year," said senior David Falda. 
"Everyone got along really well, and we did many things together besides play 
tennis." 

Proof of their devotion came through increased wins, including Andrean 
which they hadn't beaten in 11 years, and also finishing over Highland for the 
first time ever. Although according to junior Steve McGuire, attitude was as 
critical as skill. 

"A good team consists of dedicated players with a positive attitude and as 
long as skill is good, the team should be successful," said McGuire. 

The team already had its focus set for next season. 

"We want to improve so we can win it all next year," said junior Ryan Melton. 

Extra practice on their own, including a few late nights at Matchpoint 
strengthened the team’s skill and unity. - Vanessa Cutka 


TZJ 1 RONT ROW: Mike Zolcak, Ryan Melton, Dave Falda, Bill Carroll, John Hanson Back 
-T Row: Steve McGuire, Ryan Gettig, Mike Kelley, Tim Maluga (coach). Matt Sherry, Eddie 
Covarrubias, John Neighbors Not pictured: Eric Laczi 
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5 

Morton 
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Hammond 
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Gavit 
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River Forest 
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Portage 
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3 
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2 

3 

Highland 

2 

0 

Munster 
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5 
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0 

0 

Crown Point 

5 

"The second- place 

finish in conference 

was 

the highest finish 

in 37 years for a GHS 

boys’ tennis team 

n 

conference," said 

Coach Tim Maluga. 
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F OCUSTNG on the ball, julPm^yan Melton return® in 

other in the match against Lowell. Melton played third 
singles on varsity and first junior varsity. -Mike Podgorny 

W AITING as his partner junior Steve McGuire serves, 
senior John Neighbors eyes their opponents. The two 
played doubles and took first place at the Lake Station 
invitational Tournament. -Mike Podgorny 




R ETURNING the ball, junior Rvan Gettigconcentrateson 
his follow-through. Gettig played first doubles with his 
partner Mike Kelley They won first and second doubles at the 
Lake Station Invite. -Mike Podgorny 




Boys' Tennis 141 






R EACHING higher ground on 
the basketball court, the entire 
squad helps to announce the starting 
lineup before a boys' basketball 
game. The girls attended both home 
and away games to cheer on the bas- 
ketball team. -Mike Podgorm/ 






G ROOVIN' to the music, 
sophomores Nicole Voges, 
Amanda Kasper and senior Danielle 
Kovecsi dance to the electric slide 
before a football game against 
Lowell. The girls also performed the 
Macarena and the Chicken Dance be- 
fore football games. -Mike Podgorny 

S PORTIN' a tude, junior Karen 
Jensen along with the rest of the 
cheerleaders perform a dance to 
"Bad to the Bone" during the home- 
coming Pep Rally. Jensen served as 
secretary of the squad during the '96- 
'97 season. -Mike Podgorny 
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B UNDLED up from head to toe, 
junior Jill Havlin protects her- 
self from the frigid weather at the 
Munster football sectionals. "It was 
hard to cheer that night because we 
had so many layers of clothing on," 
said Havlin. -Mike Podgorny 


ATCH ME IF I FALL 

Cheerleaders tal<e spirit to new heights 


Imagine being thrusted thirty feet in the air, looking down and having faith that the people 
below will catch you when you come back down. Trust is believing that you can depend on 
someone, and it was something that every cheerleader had to deal with whenever they 
performed stunts during practices and basketball games. 

"You have to trust your teammates to catch you when you go up (into a stunt) or else you'll 
fall and get all bruised up," said junior Megan Harveth. 

But sometimes it's not easy to keep that person from falling. 

"At practice we drop people a lot because when we try something new, it's really hard to keep 
the person up. They have to do it right, too," said sophomore Tennille Grasha. 

Even if the stunter and the lifters do everything right, complications can still occur. 

"Once during practice, I was going up into a liberty and I fell on Amanda(Kasper's) nose," 
said junior Karen Jensen. "She ended up having to go to the hospital." 

After perfecting their stunts, the cheerleaders then use them to grab the crowd's attention and 
pump them up. 

"When the crowd sees us, they wonder if we'll fall," said junior Mandi Messinio. "And if we 
do something they don't expect it's even better." 

By surprising their audience and drawing the attention to themselves, the cheerleaders were 
able to utilize their cheering skills and help support the athletic teams. -Li/dia Whitehead 


While most people 
were feasting on turkey 
for Thanksgiving, se- 
nior Danielle Kovecsi 
and junior Angie Stout 
dined on nachos and 
cheese at T.G.I. Friday's 
in New York City. Both 
girls were two of 1,000 
other girls chosen to 
cheer in the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Pa- 
rade. During their seven 
day stay in the Big 
Apple, the girls visited 
the Statue of Liberty, the 
Empire State Building, 
saw Miss Saigon and 
went shopping on Fifth 
Avenue. Their trip 
wasn't all fun and 
games, however. 

"We practiced three 
times a day, at least, 
said Kovecsi. 

On the day of the pa- 
rade, the anticipation to 
perform was building 
and it wasn't until a few 
hours later that the girls 
could finally show the 
audience their routines. 

"It was about a three- 
and-a-half mile walk 
into the parade before 
we did our routine in 
front of Macy's. It was so 
exciting," said Stout. 
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Lvdia Whitehead 
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L OOKING out for the perfect 
pass, freshman Emily 
Coddington tries to make sure that 
she doesn't lose the ball to the other 
team. Coddington was the only 
freshman on the varsity team. 

- Mike Podgorny 


G OING for the gold, senior 
Lisa Chrismon swishes a per- 
fect two-pointer against Bishop Noll 
at home. Chrismon had been on the 
varsity basketball team since her 
sophomore year. -Mike Podgorny 
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IVING IT ALL 

Lady Panthers overcome obstacles 


Lady Panthers are on the prowl. The girls were very competitive throughout the 
whole season, including sectionals. 

“This year we had a lot more intensity and pushed each other harder," said junior 

Jorie Flores. 

This season was a building process for the team. The team had a lot of obstacles to 
overcome. No matter what grade they were in, the girls had to have the younger ones 
step up and show leadership. 

"This year it was hard because there wasn't a lot of varsity experience," said Coach 
Tim Powers, "there were four freshmen on the team." 

The girls have already set major goals for next season. They have set their mind to 
stay focused throughout all four quarters. 

"We need to build our self-confidence in order to dominate the game better," said 
senior Wendy Irvin. 

Next season the competition will be taking Griffith more seriously. They will have 
a more productive season. 

"The other teams that we will be playing next season will have more respect for our 
game," said Powers, "they will feel that we are a bigger challenge." 

The Lady Panthers are trying to crawl their way to the top. You could see the 
commitment in the faces of the team. -Meagan Clarke 


TD EELING herself off of the floor 
■*- after a nasty foul, junior Tania 
Fliter attempts to regain her once 
had composure. This was Filters 
third year playing basketball for the 
Lady Panthers. -Mike Podgorny 


COR THE 
1 RECORD 

GHS OPP. 


32 

Highland 

45 

26 

Lake Station 

29 

34 

Lowell 

38 

48 

Bishop Noll 

57 

19 

Calumet 

22 

45 

Munster 

64 

41 

Morton 

46 

28 

River Forest 

41 

49 Hammond High 59 

33 

Wheeler 

58 

41 HanoverCentral 45 

45 

Gavit 

53 

24 Kankakee Valley 55 

64 Gary Roosevelt 53 

51 

Clark 

41 

40 

Hebron 

41 

45 

Whiting 

28 


Sectionals 


35 

Highland 

53 
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Sara Biehl 




S HOOTING the ball over a 
Whiting guard, senior Kevin 
Schaller looks for a teammate. The 
original game against Whiting was 
cancelled due to the harsh cold. 

- Mike Podgorny 





G OING for a shot during a sec- 
tional game against Morton, se- 
nior Kris Matson sets his focus on 
the basket. Griffith beat Morton to 
advance to the semi-finals where 
they lost to Calumet. -Mike Podgorny 

A TTEMPTING a basket, se- 




nior Michael Sherry gets his 


shot blocked by a Calumet defender. 
The Panthers lost the game 64-60. 

-Mike Podgomy 
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LYING HIGH 

Team soars to a new level 


Crushing opponents Munster and Crown Point, the boys' basketball team finished 12-8 in the regular 
season and accomplished some impressive goals. 

Many of the players felt that the season started off slow, but it steadily improved. 

“We started out a little rough," said sophomore Jim Terpstra, "but we came together at the end. We 
probably could've eliminated our turnovers earlier in the season." 

Teammates agreed that there were things that could have been improved throughout the season. 

"We could have won more away games," said senior Jay Dasgupta. "Towards the end of those games 
we'd mentally break down. We were pumped up but we came out a little flat." 

Despite this mental breakdown, the team managed to give off enough energy to pull off a conference 
record of 5-4, their first winning conference record in 21 years. 

"It was neat because I'm a sophomore being part of the best team in 21 years," said Terpstra. "Plus, it was 
nice after having a horrible conference record last year." 

But that was as far as they got. The team ended their charge with a 69-56 defeat by Calumet in the sectional 
semi-finals. 

"It was disappointing," said Terpstra. "It would have been nice to win it with the seniors." 

Even after some of their more celebrated wins, senior Danny Anderson thought that having fun was the 
greatest thing about the season. 

"As a team, we had fun even when we were losing," said Anderson. -Vanessa Cutka/ Josh Martin 


P ASSING the ball around an 
opponent, junior Dan Falda 
waits for an opening. This was 
Falda’s first full season on varsity 
although he played a few varsity 
games the previous year. 

-Mike Podgomy 
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59 

60 
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64 

74 

Hanover 
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Morton 
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49 
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River Forest 
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62 

Hammond 

71 

59 

Wheeler 

56 

80 

Hebron 

49 

57 

Highland 

54 

50 

Hobart 

65 

63 

Bishop Noll 

71 

59 

Lowell 

62 

66 

Clark 

62 

74 

Whiting 

49 

93 

Munster 

74 

89 

Crown Point 

75 

60 

Morton 

58 

56 

Calumet 

69 
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T RYING to free himself from the 
grasp of his opponent, junior 
Shawn Andriessen n iggles his way 
out of the hold. Andriessen placed 
first in Sectionals and second in 
Regionals. He also qualified for 
Semi-state and was a first round 
winner. -Mike Podgomy 




M 'fT 

f Nf » * 


**? I 


F RONT ROW: Angie Miller (mgr), Michael Zolcak, Anthony Papa, Todd Doctor, Keith Henman, John Hanson, 
Angela Parent (mgr.) Second Row: Carrie Rex (mgr.), Michael Tsirtsis, Timothy Duke, Justin Cadle, Jeffrey 
Vessel, Anthony Washick, Shawn Andriessen, Brenda Moore (trainer) Third Row: John Hanson (asst, coach), 
Brent Bol, Matthew Schroeder, Aaron Jensen, Michael Bierman, Pete Gniadek, Todd Shultz, Klye Alexander, Cory 
Rakes Fourth Row: Russ Radtke (asst, coach), Johnny Vargo, Evan Schreiber, Michael Callender, Joseph Bonnema, 
Michael Grasch, Ben Loudenber, Travis Walls (head coach) Not Pictured: Shawn Pike 




F LIPPED by a Clark defender, 
freshman Keith Henman 
struggles unsuccessfully to free him- 
self. The Panthers lost the match by a 
score of 47-25 dropping their record 
down to 19-11. 

-Mike Podgomy 

L ocking up with his oppo- 
nent, junior Joseph Bonnema 
prepares for a takedown. Bonnema 
held a win/loss record of 14-3 and 
was a '97 Semi-state qualifier. 

-Mike Podgorny 
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AKE DOWN 

Wrestlers bring rivals to the mat 


The boys' wrestling team had a winning season and a 7-2 conference record. On top of this, they beat 
Highland, who was one of their biggest rivals. 

Some wrestlers felt that team unity was a key point in achieving their victories. 

"We came together and were able to beat Highland, who was ranked ahead of us. This was a real 
confidence booster," said senior Michael Tsirtsis. 

Most members attributed their 20-12 record to the team's cohesiveness. 

"I think as a team we really pulled together to have a really great season," said senior Michael Bierman. 

Several wrestlers thought that the coaches' attitudes helped build confidence. 

"The coaches had a lot of confidence in the beginning of the season," said Tsirtsis. "We never really 
gained confidence until the end of the season." 

Other teammates agreed that the coaches' outlook helped to strengthen morale. 

"The coaches were more laid back this year which enabled us to have much more fun as we began to 
win," said Bierman. 

The team’s win over Highland was a major triumph, and one of their goals for the '97-98 season is to beat 
another major rival. Calumet. -Jos/i Martin 


H OLDING down his oppo- 
nent, senior Michael 
Callender fights to hang on with his 
legs. Callender ranked second in 
Sectionals, was a Semi-state qualifier 
and held a win/loss record of 31-6. 

-Mike Podgorny 
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40 
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24 

19 
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51 

27 
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47 

65 

F.W. Leo 

9 

55 

S.B. Adams 

29 

57 

Hammond 

22 
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72 

Andrean 

6 

54 

Knox 

18 

36 

Kankakee 

42 
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27 

Lowell 

51 

59 

Andrean 

9 


Conference 


57 

Bishop Noll 

17 

60 

Hammond 

16 

72 

Whiting 

6 

58 

Morton 

18 

42 

Gavit 

21 

37 

Munster 

39 

38 

Highland 

32 

47 

Clark 

25 

23 

Calumet 

34 

2nd 

Conference 

2nd 

Sectional 
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G LIDING through the water, 
sophomore April Plebanski 

does the butterfly at a meet against 
Hammond High. This was Plebanski's 
second season on the team. 

- Bryan Duney 

D ISPLAYING her talent, jun- 
ior Amy Sears dives at a meet 
for the judges. Sears' dives served as 
a model for other divers. 

- Bryan Duney 
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PUSH, SPLASH 

Swimmers build self-confidence 


Splashing into a new swimming season was a positive activity for GHS swimmers. 
It helped them build up their self-confidence and also helped them out in making some 
new friends. 

Swimming helped these students feel better about themselves by relieving some of 
the pressures put on them by other activities. 

"Swimming gave me a lot of self-confidence. It made me feel like I could accomplish 
something that not many people could do," said junior Stephanie Smith. 

People chose different sports for different reasons. Some did it for their own pure 
enjoyment and excitement, and others did it just to get some exercise. 

"I get exercise and excitement out of swimming. It's something to do that you re 
good at," explained junior Tracy Mazzone. 

Leaving the underclassmen to take on next year, seniors don't to worry about 
leaving an unexperienced team behind. 

"The underclassmen will all do pretty well. I think they'll do a lot better and break 
more records," said senior Tiffany Henson. 

All in all, the swimmers had a record breaking season with high hopes for next year. 

-Sara Biehl 


T OWELING off after her event 
at a meet, sophomore Laura 
Zagrocki tries to keep warm. 
Zagrocki swam freestyle for her first 
year on the team. -Mike Podgonty 
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OR THE 
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GHS 


OPP. 


36 


133 Hammond 
High 

62 Highland 121 
57 Munster 123 
87 E.C. Central 10 
66 Lowell 118 
135 Calumet 4 
91 Hobart 88 
45 Gavit 56 
73 Rensselaer 109 
100 S. Newton 75 
32 Lake Central 151 
48 Crown Point 134 
87 Kankakee Valley 92 
95 Bishop Noll 66 

1st Griffith Invite 

4th Lake 10 
Conference 

3rd Fresh./Soph. 
Conference 

4th Sectionals 



BROKEN RECORDS 

,200 Free Relay 
/Melissa Steapleton 
broke the record for 100 
Backstroke and 100 
Breaststroke 
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Sara Biehl 



M AKING a splash, freshman 
Timothy Krebs swims the 
backstroke during a meet. Krebs 
broke the 100 yard breaststroke 
record with a time of 1:04.43. 

-Mike Podgorny 








RON T ROW: Joseph Warrick, Timothy Krebs, Phillip Patrick, Eric Scott, Rob Gass (head coach), Johr 
Schaffenberger (assistant coach), Manuel Longoria Second Row: George Scott, Shaun Doyle, Joshua Michalak 
Robert Blessing, Daniel Santare, Adam Wartsbaugh Back Row: Eric Taylor, Kevin Riese, Karl Grimmer, Dav 
haffenberger, Glen Boganwright, Brad Michalak. Curtis Lamm Not pictured: Joshua Martin 
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N THE FAST LANE 

Panthers pull ahead oh Munster 


It's not often that a swimming team can say they beat Munster. But that's exactly what the boys' swimming 
team did. Their success against Munster was the first in the history of the school. 

Most of the swimmers felt that beating Munster was the best thing about the season. 

"We surpassed all but our highest expectations," said senior Robert Blessing. "We overcame many barriers 
by beating Munster." 

The team thought, that despite their win over Munster, improvements could have been made. 

"We could have had a better attitude when we went to certain meets and at practice," said sophomore David 
Schaffenberger. "We needed to be serious about more things." 

Social activities were something that many team members thought there should have been more of. 

"We needed less isolation from certain team members," said senior Eric Taylor. "We didn't participate in 
enough team activities." 

Despite the fact that some areas of the team could have been improved, the team still finished with a 13-2 
record and broke a 33-year losing streak against Munster, -josh Martin 


R ACING to victory, sophomore 
Kevin Riese swims the 
freestyle in a meet against E.C. 
Central. The boys triumphed over 
E.C. Central, 81-11. -Mike Podgorny 
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S TRETCHING her legs, sopho- 
more Sarah Jansen loosens up 
before practice. This was Jansen's 
first year in track where she ran the 
200m dash. -Ginn Menchaca 




F RONT ROW: Mary Belcher, Amie Kielbasa, Tracy Mazzone, Caryn Miller, Amy Zagrocki, Shannon Swope, 
Sarah Kagel, Kathryn Mochon, Paula Dunnet (asst, coach) Second Row: Bemie Zemen (coach), Lindsey Vrane, 
Reb>ecca Amos, Tania Fliter, Sarah Jansen, Lauren Davis, Jennifer Spiegel, Angela Summers, Nikki Haluska Third 
Row: Nicole Hart, Jessica Meece,TennilleGrasha, Arianna Hecht, Amanda Paul, Darci Biesczat, Fran Costello, Carrie 


Hanchar, Katina Chappa 




A ttending the sports' 

banquet, senior Jessica Meece 
accepts and award from Athletic 
Director Jim Anderson. Meece was 
injured during the outdoor season 
with a stress fracture in her foot. 

-Anthony Pa/m 

R ECIEVING the baton from 
junior Fran Costello, senior 
Darci Biesczat runs thesecond leg in 
the 4x800m relay. Both Costello and 
Biesczat ran the open 800m. 

-Bryan Duney 
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What do you do when you have one of the smallest track teams in conference? It's simple. You 
compete a lot. That's exactly what the Girls' Track team did. 

“We probably have the smallest team in conference," said junior Fran Costello, "and it has 
gotten even smaller as the season has progressed." 

With fewer runners each individual had a bigger position to fill. 

"It is hard because everyone has to run about three events and we have hardly any field events, 
which really hurt us," said Costello. 

But being part of a smaller team did have its good points according to junior Jennifer Spiegel. 

"Our small team allowed us to get to know each other better," said Spiegel. 

Senior Darci Biesczat agreed that a larger team could have helped their performance, but all 
in all they handled it well. 

"The small numbers did hurt the team but we performed very well," said Biesczat. "We had 
13 or 14 girls participate at conference and we still got third place." 

With one of their "true assets," senior Jessica Meece, out due to and injury, the girls had to pull 
together a little more and try a little harder. Even the freshmen stepped up to fill in the gap. 

"Our freshmen are showing a lot of talent," said Spiegel. "With more training they should be 
able to go far." 

Whether old runners or newcomers, the team learned to work with small numbers to pull it 
all together for an enjoyable season. -Vanessa Cutka 


W ORKING for position, se- 
nior Amy Zagrocki runs the 
1600m run at Conference. Zagrocki 
also ran the 3200m run at Regionals 
where she qualified for State. 


Mike Podgorny 
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95 Andrean 117 
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58 Hanover 95 
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Highland 79 

3rd Conference 
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4th Sectionals 

3KCJKEN liECOKDS 

Caryn Miller: 

100m hurdles 16.7s 
200m hurdles 47.8s 
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W ATCHING a race seniors 
Mark Eaton. Eric Johnson 
and Glen Boganwright and sopho- 
more Josh Fisher wait for their turn. 
High jumpers Johnson and 
Boganwright often had to wait long 
periods of time for their event. 

-Mike Podgorny 




lONT ROW: Brad Lukas, Shawn Andreissen, Gi 


■ina Menchaca(manager), Kristin Dross(manager), Shawn Zolcak, Keith Henman, David Lopez, 
Corey Rakes, Brian Tomson(coach) Second row: Russ Radtkefcoach), Jeffrey Eaton, Justin Cadle, 


Carrie Rex(i 


Russ Radtkefcoach), Jeffrey Eaton, Justin Cadle, 
olin Banta, Kvle Plesmak, Kevin Sheber, Larry Swentzel, James Braden, Shane Hudnall, Everett Mull, Tim Duke, Travis Wallstcoach) Third row: 
Jiris Tomcsi, Jeffery Vessel, Jeremy Bratton, Bobby Lassiter, Brian Sowinski, Johnny Vargo, Chris Mulligan, Chris Romaro, Mark Eaton, Jason Angel 
ourth row: Mike Rivera, Dennis Palucki, Steve Long, Jason Hubbard, Shane Tinich, David Moore, Ting Lau, Phillip Schroeder, David Kolbv Fifth 
aw: Josh Fisher, Shane Radtke, Rene Reyna, Thomas Grasha, Eric Johnson, Jason Srayer, Craig Konopasek, Craig Sims Sixth Row: Eric Negrete, Glen 
oganwrigHAjikeGrasch, Adam Barks, Steve Lehmann, Ibrahim Brewer, Jeff DeBoer, lan Wotkun, Kevin Lehmann 




TA J AITING patiently, juniors 
” ' Jeff Eaton and Dennis 
Palucki pose for pictures with their 
awards at the sports banquet. This 
banquet was held in the school caf- 
eteria for all spring sports. -Tom/ Papa 

S OARING through the air, jun- 
ior Shane Tinich tries to make it 
over the bar. This was the only event 
that Tinich participated in at the 
Highland Invite. -Mike Podgorny 
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It has been a trend that over the past few years the boys' track team has gone undefeated 
in the regular season. For the first time since Head Coach Russ Radtke took charge of the 
team, they did not accomplish this task. 

"Munster was the biggest obstacle for us," said junior Jason Hubbard. "They were the 
only team to beat us and they gave us our 31-1 record." 

Even though they weren't undefeated, the team felt they had an excellent season 
anyway. 

"I was pleased with the 31-1 record," said senior Glen Boganwright. "It would have 
been nice to go undefeated, but it was a good record to go out on." 

Despite their disappointing loss to Munster, the team did well in other competitions over 
the season. 

"Winning the Hobart Little 5 was the best thing about the season," said sophomore 
Jeremy Bratton. "It was the biggest meet besides the Lake 10 Conference." 

Although the goal of being undefeated never came about, the team was still able to 
improve upon many personal bests and win their third conference championship in the last 
four years. - Josh Martin 


F inishing the no meter high 

hurdles, junior Ibrahim Brewer 
goes head to head with a Hammond 
High runner. Brewer also qualified 
for state in this event. 

-Mike Podgorny 
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74 
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Front Row: Candice Rossner, Traci Duncan, Michelle Adame Second Row: Michelle 
Castillo (asst, coach), Laura Steinhubel, Bethany Morris, Diane Canady, Ami 
IcQueary, Laura Zagrocki, Edwin Flores (asst, coach) Back Row: David Turner (asst. 
«ch), Rebecca Rhyne, Michelle Blessing, Danielle Garnett, Jennifer Linders, Natalie 
liller, Jorie Flores, Bruce Turner (head coach). 
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Front Row: Jennifer McQueary, Emily Coddington, Samantha Adame Second 
Row: Nicole Huber, Lindsay Beigle, Carrie Giltmeir, Sarah Bacan, Laura Worley, 
Nicole Popovich, Emily Rutlege Back Row: Samantha Quintaro, Marisa Garibay! 
ancy Robles, Beth Connell, Jennifer Huesken, Jessica Everhart, Kelly Loudenber, Edwir 
ores (coach). 




R ounding second base, jun- 
ior Candice Rossner runs to- 
wards third. Rossner was the high 
scorer of the season with 17 points. 

-Mike Podgorny 


W r INDING up for the pitch, 
junior Ami McQueary fires 
another one over the plate. The team 
earned the title of co-conference 
champs, along with Munster. 

-Mike Podgorny 
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EADING HOME 

Cirls shoot for common goal 


After spending the entire season preparing to defeat Merrillville, the softball team's hopes 
were crushed when the Pirates edged them out at the second game of sectionals. 

"We really wanted to beat Merrillville this year," said junior Jorie Flores. "They beat us twice 
in past years and we knew we'd be playing them in sectionals." 

According to senior Rebecca Rhyne, the team could have beaten Merrillville and some of the 
other teams if they had been more intense. 

"We would get really laid back because we knew we were good and the teams we were 
playing would be easy," said Rhyne. 

Many of the team members thought that, despite the early sectional loss, the team still did well 
and had a good time. 

"We all got along real well right off the bat," said junior Michelle Blessing. "We were able to 
get down to business right away." 

Even though they didn't overcome Merrillville, the hard work paid off as the team finished 
the season with a record of 10-5 in the regular season and 8-1 in conference. -Josh Martin 


A ttempting to tag another 

player out, junior Jennifer 
Linders reaches for the base. Linders 
has been on the team since her fresh- 
man year and plays shortstop. 

-Mike Podgomy 
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1 

Merrillville 

2 


Softball 1 59 

josh Martin 




Front Row: Dom Chidichimo (asst, coach), Gerald Daley, Jeff Konopasek (bat boy), Jason 
O'Donnel, Josh Todd, Nathan Liechty, Jeremy Buzea, Ryan Skomac, Bnran King (oat boy), 
Angela Bishop (mgr.) Second Row: Mix Rosa, Donald Hill, Michael Chidichimo, Andrew 
Kohut, Salvador Aguilar, Justin Lehata Back Row: Bob Hattenbach (coach), Michael Chvnoweth, 
Danny Ahart, Kevin Schaller, Michael Callender, Danny Anderson, Jim Terpstra, Daniel Falda, Steve 
Holzbach, Daniel Gomez, Heidi Terpstra (mer.), Toda Iwema (coach) 


r> 


TA / Front Row: Christopher Brookhart, Ian Flores, Jeremy Buzea, William Torres, 
| V Christopher Pike Second Row: Dale Rudzinski, Ryan Towasnicki, Ryan Hill, 
Matthew Flannery, Christopher Babbit, David Mazzacco, Gerald Daley (coach) 
Back Row: Joe Schultz, Patrick Fuentes, Eddie Covarrubias, David Carnahan, Matthew 
Sherry, Christopher Troksa 









T AKING a swing at the ball, 
junior Salvador Aguilar follows 
through. Aguilar was a third 
baseman. - Mike Podgorny 

T HROWING out the pitch, se- 
nior Danny Anderson fires an- 
other one over the plate. Anderson 
filled the position of pitcher in his 
senior year of baseball. 

-Mike Podgorny 
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ITTING HARD 

Baseball team toughs it out 


Things don't always go as planned and that can be upsetting, especially when it comes to 
sports. 

"We were planning on having a great season," said junior Nathan Liechty. "But some things 
just did not go right for us." 

Of course, winning more games will always make a season look better but there are often 
circumstances that lead to a less than spectacular season. 

"We didn't play and act like a family at first like in past years," said junior Steve Holzbach. 
"We all got along well after awhile." 

Whether winning or losing, the players were able to keep things enjoyable. The team took a 
break from a Saturday practice to play paintball. 

But not all days could be happy. Sophomore Ian Flores shared the emotion of their loss at the 
start of sectionals. 

"Some of the seniors were crying because it was their last high school game," said Flores. "It 
was sad." 

Although things got better towards the end, according to Holzbach, they needed a solid start. 
"We need to start the season off strong and play every game like it's our last," he said. 

-Vanessa Cutka 


A ttempting a bunt, senior 

Michael Callender keeps his 
eye on the ball. He has played base- 
ball since the Babe Ruth League. 

-Mike Podgorny 
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C HIPPING the ball, junior 
Noah Zondor carefully swings 
through to get the ball on the green. 
Zondor played in the third position 
on the team. -Mike Podgorny 




RONT ROW: Noah Zondor, Tim Kulinski, Jason Carroll, Bob Blessing, Jeremy Boilek, Paul Blahunka, assistant 
coach Tom Wells, head coach Larry Parker, Matt Thon, Joel Bratton, Ryan Melton, Tim Turkowski, Matt Najar, 
Tony Papa. 







1 I 'EEING off at Scherwood Golf 
Course, junior Jeremy Boilek 
swings at the ball. Boilek was the 
only team member to advance to 
regionals. -Mike Podgorny 

L' OLLOWING through with 
his swing, sophomore Tim 
Turkowski watches the path of his 
ball down the fairway. Turkowski 
played in the fifth position on the 
team. -Tony Papa 
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WING OF SUCCESS 

Team learns value of practice 


Improvement. It's the goal of many teams. To know that they have improved their game gives 
a sense of satisfaction and hope for a better season. It's something that the golf team 
accomplished at the completion of their season. 

"The team has improved drastically/' said junior Jeremy Boilek. "The only way to improve 
is through practice and dedication, which all of us have already done." 

The team showed their dedication and hard work by obtaining a record of 11-4 and by 
finishing in second place in the Lake Ten Conference. Even though they played well and became 
better as the season progressed, they still felt shaky about sectionals. 

"We all got better, more confident towards the end of the season, but we could have played 
better in sectionals," said sophomore Tim Turkowski. "We were just really nervous about it." 

Nervous or not, they still managed to finish fourth in sectionals, and Boilek advanced to 
regionals, where he did not manage to place. -Lydia Whitehead 


W AITING for his opponent 
from Hanover Central to hit 
the ball, junior Jason Carroll exam- 
ines his nails to pass the time. Carroll 
was fourth on the team. 

-Tony Papa 
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Lydia Whitehead 
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New coach brings memories 

When a new coach takes over a sports team, he brings with him 
new ideas, new strategies, and new ways to coach. The girls' tennis 
team welcomed a new coach this year, Patrick Leser. Their previous 
coach, Tim Maluga, opened up a coffee shop in Valparaiso, which 
made him unavailable to coach the girls. The team liked both 
coaches, but each coach had his differences. 

I liked Tim because he cooked for us, and he was really nice," said 
senior Beth Hudacin. "Pat was always very punctual, and he did 
what he said he'd do for the most part." 

Leser brought with him more practices, protein bars and drinks, 
and a new system of challenging for positions. Maluga took with 
him Slurpees, fun end-of-the-year awards, and his home cooking. 

T liked the challenge matches because it kept you on your toes 
and gave you more stamina to play better," commented sophomore 
Meagan Clarke. "But I will miss Tim's Slurpees at tennis camp." 

The girl's didn't have a favorite coach; they liked each for their 
own reasons. While this season was what one would call a 
rebuilding year, the girls experienced new things and had fun at the 
same time ‘ -Melissa White 



P RONT ROW: Lindsay Chapa, Jaci Bolsega, Andjela Subotic, Keirstin Nagy, Claire 
Z "^aanConeenVechey Second Row: Nikki Huitsing, Stacey Schafer,' Melissa 
Steapleton, Melissa White, Laura Purgert, Lena Steinhubel, Meagan Clarke, Sharon Gardner 

WhLl lT R l 1S i a / n man ; , Kim Sines ' Angela Rauscher ' J^ny Dalach, Lydia 
Whitehead, Beth Hudacin, Patrick Leser(coach) 
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T OSSING up S serve, sophorr Steinhubel war" 

up at Munster High School. The team was scheduled to play 
Calumet, but the match was rained out. -Mike Podgorny 


A LL tied up in the school van, senior Beth Hudacin passes 
the time away while waiting for Calumet to show up. 
Hudacin, along with senior Angela Rauscher, played first 
varsity doubles. Mike Podgorny 




R ETURNING a shot to her opponent, freshman Lindsay 
Chapa perfects her backhand. The GHS tennis team 
defeated Calumet but lost to Crown Point in their sectionals. 

-Mike Pod gority 
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REAR A LEG 


Injuries cause pain to 


benched players 


Feeling the rush of the game and the excitement of the crowd, the football player readies himself 
for another play. The ball is snapped and he moves to receive a pass from his teammate. Grabbing the 
ball, he finds a hole in the defensive line and tears down the field towards the end zone. He hears the 
crowd roaring and cheering him on his path to victory. Wham! Not ten yards from scoring a 
touchdown he is slammed to the ground by his opponent. With a look of agony on his face, he is now 
more concerned with the sharp pain shooting up his leg than with the numbers on the scoreboard. 

Athletes' injuries were not only devastating because their body was wounded but it also caused 
them to be benched for part of or the entire season to heal and be able to play next season. For seniors, 
injuries in their last season of high school had an even greater effect. 

“It upsets me sometimes cause it's my last season and I want to be out on the track running," said 
senior Jessica Meece, w'ho experienced a stress fracture in her leg during track practice. “I also 
wanted to try and make it to state, but I won't be in as good shape than if I had been able to stay in 
track for the whole season." 

Even for players who were non-seniors, not playing in the game had almost the same effect. Junior 
Rene Reyna, after fainting from hyperventilation in the third quarter of a basketball game, was 
disappointed to have missed out on the game. 

"It was rough not being able to get in and run up and down the court," said Reyna. "I went to all 
the practices and helped out as best I could, but it just wasn't the same. The whole time I was out I 
wished I could've been out (on the court) there with my friends." 

From football to track, injuries were a part of every sport. Even though the players longed to be in 
the game while benched during their injuries, most of them eventually recovered and were able to be 
a part of the team once again. . Lydia whitehead 
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S TRAPPED to a stretcher, sophomore Chris Hitt waits to 
be wheeled into an ambulance after hurting his knee during 

football plavotN 0 umst Hammond. "I wayt the hospn.^for 
two hours( that night). I had to go to rehab three days a week for 
almost three months and now I have to wear a brace when 1 
pi. iv ■* said Hitt. ’ * Podgorny 

W ATCHING his teammates gather on the field, freshman 
Nick Crawford waits on the sideline during another 
varsity football game. Crawford tore tendons in his knee during 
a freshman football game and after surgery was sidelined for six 
to seven weeks. "I knew I couldn't play so I started lifting 
weights for my knees so I could come back," said Crawford. 

-Mike Podgorny 


B ENCHED on the bleachers, senior Carrie Cable spends 
the end of her Pantherette season as a spectator. Cable was 
practicing for competition and did a move that dislocated her 
shoulder which had her sitting out till the end of the year. 

-Mike Podgorny 




PASCALE’S PIZZA & PASTA 

TEERKfffflGRffflU 
838 2428 

CARRYOUT, DELIVERY, VINE -IN 
CATERING AVAILABLE 


"HOME OF TK ROT PWfTMJt RZZA" 
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DIESEL ELECTRICAL 
EQUIPMENT. Inc. 


139 N. GRIFFITH BLVD. 1-219-922-1848 

GRIFFITH, INDIANA 46319 FAX 1-219-922-1849 

• QUALITY ELECTRICAL LOCOMOTIVE COMPONENTS REBUILDERS • 


‘SrtcCc^ 
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C 0 R E B 0 A r|d” 

) 

9 ReAUtwuuU & Spoilt Bat 

L BANQUET FACILITIES 

\ 121 N. Griffith Blvd. 

Griffith, IN. 46319 

924-2206 


GRIFFITH ANIMAL CLINIC 

239 Broad Street 
Griffith. Indiana 


J B GRAVES, D VM 
Hours By Appointment 


Office 219-924-0700 
Res 1-312-758-3393 


219-922-9113 


JUS> ' i sO V,ON 

103 N. Broad 

Owners Griffith, IN 463 1 9 

Charlotte Robinson 
Sharon White 
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"WE ARE YOUR PACK 
AND SHIP EXPERTS 


JENNIFER SANDERS 

We also offer mailbox rentals, fax service, copy service, 
office supplies, packing supplies and more.... 

MANSARDS PLAZA 

TEL. 219-972-0708 1115 E. RIDGE RD. 

FAX 219-972-0541 GRIFFITH, IN 46319 

UPS AUTHORIZED SHIPPING OUTLET 
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lltTAUBANT 
& LOUNGE 

Baaqwt Carter. 


Your Hosts: • 

John & Dina Karahalios 
Harrv Si Olga Karahalios 

(219)924-2900-4 


3325-45 th Avenue 
Highland, IN 46322 


MEYER'S 


Heating / Air Conditioning 
Plumbing / Cloctric 
• Contractors • 


Harvey Cleland 

President 


100 N. Griffith Blvd. 
Griffith, IN 46319 


(219) 924-1999 
fax (219) 924-2903 




Sport Shops Inc. 

1 38 N Broad 


PO Box 539 


Griffith, IN 46319 

2810 N Calumet 

(219)924-4403 

Valparaiso. IN 46383 

Fax (219) 922-3240 

(219)462-4412 


V & II EXCAVATING CO., INC. 




134 S. BROAD ST. 
GRIFFITH, IN 46319 


COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL ■ RESIDENTIAL 

Parking Lots ■ Ponds • Sewers ■ Water Mains 
Site Developments 

FAX (21 9) 922-8696 (21 9) 922-8633 


Tom Jerome 

AGENT 

821 W GLEN PARK AVENUE 
(43th STREETi 
SUITE B 

GRIFFITH, IN 46319 2029 
OFF : 4219) 924-1 199 
RES (2 * 9l 924-8246 


STATE FARM 
INSURANCE COMPANIES 
HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON, 

ILLINOIS 


Like .» guoil neighbor. Stale Farm is there. 


A 




Danielle kovecsi 





WE’RE PROUD OF OUR EMPLOYEES WHO ARE 
GHS GRADUATES... 


Griffith Saving s Bank 

Established 1930 


KAREN CORNEIL HOUCHIN (1978) 
PAM MOORE LEWANDOWSKI (1978) 
LISA TURNER SHEARER (1981) 
KRISTINE REDAR (1988) 


Ear mnn hsuw » (loaooo 


FDIC 

HDE**. XK ' n. mdl 


510 N. Broad Street ♦ Griffith, IN 46319 ♦ (219)924-5950 ♦ Fax (219) 922-8354 


Hi 

tOU*L MOJSMO 

LENDER 


GOOD LUCK PANTHERS 



THE TUROCI FAMILY 




tfaxter 




Printing 

Inc. 

3837 Ridge Road Highland,!!!, 46322 


( 21 9 ) 923-1 999 


Smirt Paint & $«pply, lac. 


w 

PA<DH<1 *WA£CP/IPER* 

AK<r S14PPC9ES* W9/JDOW < TREA C IJYIE/J‘IS 


V 



Diamond Engagement Center 

106 NORTH BROAD STREET 21 9/9244)340 

GRIFFITH, INDIANA 4631 9 21 9/924-1 962 (fax) 


2839 Highway Ave. 

(219) 838-2530 Highland, IN 46322 




dtltlzialintj Out 3id ( ljtar 


112 W. Main St. 
Griffith, IN 46319 


Specializing in 
Men, Women 
& Children 


924-2643 



FIRST FEDERAL 
SAVINGS A LOAN ASSOCIATION 

eg /JoswnCnd 

131 RIMBACH STREET • HAMMOND. IN 46320 • 219-932-0052 
9030 CLINE AVENUE • HIGHLAND. IN 46322 • 219-838-9101 


YVONNE KOPTON 


(219) 922-1385 


Fax (219)922-8094 

KOPTON ELECTRIC CO., INC. 



215 S. llndberg 
Griffith. Indiana 46319 


licensed • Bonded • Insured 


IHII ,AltM 


vm 

■ MIUMWII 


STATE FARM 
INSURANCE COMPANIES 


Bus. (219)924-7600 
Fax (219) 924-8003 


HOME OFFICES BLOOMINGTON. ILLINOIS 


IRV LANG INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. 
IRV LANG 
Agent 

2449 45th Street 
Highland. IN 46322 


Snitz & Miller 
Insurance Agency 

Lake duty's West fluency -Est 1882 

101 WEST COLOMBIA STREET 
GRJFFITH.INDIANA 

924-8700 


CUNuKRTULR I IUNS (SHADS f 

YulJ + Hf-S "SUIULHH CHECK i NB " = R SI-IRR T MUVE ! 
RSK hUR DE I O ILS 1 UDHY ! 


t,*HK 

Bank 


FD1C INSURED 


HUBRRT 

555 E THIRD ST 
942-1 175 


POR TRUE 

5959 t ROUTE 6 
762— B574 


GRIFFITH 
926 N BRORD ST 
92S-B018 


Ads 171 

Danielle Koiwsi 



THE BEKAN INSURANCE GROUP 

800 DEER CREEK DR SCHERERVILLE, IN 46375 

219 - 865-1515 


Wc are an Independent Insurance Agency 
We shop for your insurance needs to save you money 


Carroll E. Austin Burnes T. Barney 

Robert B. Nutt Roland Knutson III 


Free 

Checking 


No Minimum 
No Service Charge 
No Per Check Fee 

Minimum Age 18 


South Highland 

45th & Kennedy Ave., 46322 


Downtown Highland 

261 1 Highway Ave., 46322 



838-9500 


nd Ridge 

BANK 


| $100 to open $1 ATM fee at noo-Sand R»dpc Bank ATMs Customer pays tor own checks Member FDlC 1 


We Can 
Make A 
Difference 
In Your Life. 


GRIFFITH OFFICE 


915 West Glen Park Avenue 
Griffith, IN 46319 
(219) 924-4183 


BANK 


CALUMET 



924-6262 

924-6263 



GRIFFITH FURNITURE 


116 South Broad Street 
Griffith, IN. 46319 








Kuiper Funeral Home 

"We Care" 

9039 Kleinman Road 
Highland, IN 46322 

923-7800 


Ads 7 3 

DanieUr Kczw~<i 




ercantile 

mum 


Jnv\F 


12 Convenient Locations 

5243 Hohman Ave., Hammond 
3514 - 169th St.. Hammond 
7227 Calumet Ave., Hammond 
7250 Indianapolis Blvd., Hammond 
200 West Ridge Rd.. Griffith 
915 Ridge Rd., Munster 
2012 North Main St., Crown Point 
9770 Wicker Ave., St. John 
1844 Indianapolis Blvd., Whiting - Robertsdale 
7701 Broadway, Merrillville 
2409 East 141st St.. East Chicago 
3500 Calumet Ave., Valparaiso 
Lake County 932-8220 Porter County 462-0105 Member F.D.I.C. 



oCamprecht FLORIST & GREENHOUSES 

A FIFTH GENERATION 


FAMILY BIFSINESS 
SINCE "1923" 

FLOWERS — GIFTS 

CUT FLOWERS 


K 


l 



E 


c 

s 


l 

V 


1 

A 

H 


k 

f 


RT 6 H 1 

~i pi r 


t-' FLORAL AND 
WEDDING DESIGN 

k' PLANTS OF ALL KINDS 

✓ POTTERY 

✓ VISIT OL'R 
GREENHOUSE 



o 

TREROGtST 


MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
ON PHONE ORDERS 


838 - 4754 | 

8941 KLEINMAN RD HIGHLAND. IN 




Hammond Clinic - Munster 
7905 Calumet Avenue 
1-219-836-5800 or 
1-800-279-8700 


Hammond Clinic - St. John 
11355 W. 97th Lane 
1-219-365-5577 or 
1-800-840-5800 




STATI FARM 



m GOOD NEIGHBOR, 

*— ■ » . *- — / 

— State Farm 




INSURANCE 


IS THERE. 


© 


> . 

wni 


V # 



H/ 




Richard Allenbaugh, 
Agent 

9002 Cline Ave. 

..aaisy / ' 4 y ear representitive for {^^t !^ 22 
/ state Farm Insurance. 

Stile Farm* Insurance ucr.^r.'cs « Hcce Offices: Blxnington, Illinois 


Homemade Sausage & Freezer Orders 
Cut to Your Specifications 



GRIFFITH 
MEAT 
MARKET 


507 E. Glen Park St. Owner 

Griffith, IN 4631 9 Fred Ahlemier (21 9) 838-0458 


jfr. ^ ONE STOP GOLF SHOP 



Lai - Golf Equipment and Apparel - 

Ju Custom Clubs & Repair 


w 

THE GOLF LOCKER 


B & D Photography, Inc . 

Specializing In Golf Outing Prizes 



9521 Indianapolis Blvd. JACK & MARGIE ADAMS 

Highland. IN 46322 Tel. (21 9) 924-0301 


BARBARA BOMBIN 924-2172 

1 42 S. Broad. Griffith. IN 46319 1 -800-297-9407 


Ads 175 

Carl Foust 


hair fashions by 

O I — I /\ RLES 


219 - 924-6677 

130 GRIFFITH RL.VD • GRIFFITH IN 46319 


- Custom Silk Designs 


- Full Wedding Services 


- Unique Gifts 

- Canaels, Potpourri, Bath 

Ru ' 3 '• X 

jpi m.jm 

\Jf rtf PtL 

- Teddies w/Accessories 


-Santas 

l4| x 

- Crystal, Brass, Wicker 

W i 

132 E. Lincoln Hwy. (U.S. 30) 

i/ 

Schererville, Indiana 46375 

(2 

Call Carol 

c,m zlomm... 

f219) 864- JUST (5878) 



ILLIANA MORTGAGE 

AND FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. 

TIL. (2191 922-9*00 
FAX (219) 922-9932 

DEBRA WISZOWATY, PRESIDENT 

FINANCIAL H-ANNEIL NOTARY 

127 N. BROAD ST. 

GRIFFITH. IN 4*319 





219-924-4572 




Batch's Patty Cake Bakery 

"JU ccd a r -Pn»hj Cake Caff? ‘Patty Cab" 


213 N BROAD ST 
GRIFFITH. IN 46319 


BOB BESCH 



AUTO 

BODY 


AUTO SERVICE, HITCHES. CLASS & TRIM 

420 Industrial Drlva Criffith. IN 46319 
(Griffith Industrial Park ) 

PHONE (219) 924-2467 




BRIDGES BEACH 
TANNING SALON 

126 N. GRIFFITH BLVD. 
GRIFFITH, IN. 
922-0971 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Air 

3k 

Afc 

Air 

Air 

f 

Afc 



WAIKIHi 
►WELCOME!! 

i SUPER BEDS AVAILABLE f 


% 

2849 HIGHWAY AVE. 

HIGHLAND, IN. 
46322 

972-3322 




Ads 


177 


Danielle Ktwecsi 








Residential 


Van Der Noord Electric 

GARY VAN DER NOORD 


Phone 924-5346 


3106 IOOth STREET 
HIGHLAND. INDIANA 


Mr 

Barenie’s Lawn Decorations 

Manufacturer of Ornamental Concrete Products 
Animals • Bird Baths • Flower Pots • Statues • Gifts 


4800 W Ridge Road • Gary. IN 46408 • (219) 838 7125 





Southlake 

NAUTILUS 

TOTAL FITNESS CENTER 

240 W. 79th Avenue, Merrillville, IN 46410 
(219) 769-3366 



Danielle katroft 


CITIZENS 

EVideo 

SALES ~ RENTAL ~ SERVICE 
827 W. Glen Park (45th) • Griffith, IN 46319 
(219) 924-0047 






CEMTIER BANK 

Griffith Office 
500 N Broad Street 

924-0800 

MEMBER FDIC 


180 Ads 





Oanxile 



Fine Quality Mens Clothing 




store for men 


Dress and Casual Footwear 
Unique Furnishings and Accessories 
Custom Alterations 




2629 Highway Avenue 
Highland, Indiana 46322 
(219) 923-3545 



Hours: 

Mon. & Thurs. 9-8 
Tues., Wed., Fri. 
9-5:30 
Sat. 9-5 


The right bank 
can make a 
difference. 


Jfg 102 N. Broad St. Griffith 924-3200 
in 1023 E. Ridge Rd. Griffith 972-3200 



1 82 Ads 







Sarkey’s Florist 

■SAY IT WITH FLOWERS" 


8944 ERIE STREET 

KENNEDY & 38th ST. HIGHLAND, 

(219) 838-7064 INDIANA 46322 



Gatlin Plu mbin g 

& 

gafmg, Inc. 


OVER 50 YEARS OF BUSINESS- STARTING IN 1938 

1 1 1 1 EAST MAIN ST. 
GRIFFITH. IN 46319-2897 


PHONE( 2 19) 924-6972 
FAX (219)924-1401 



Rich Tasher 


Sew&Vac 


(219) 838-5950 



txother. sharp 

Approve dMtar/MvrvYty S«rvtc« 


SINGER 

APPROVED OEALER 


1 12 E Ridge Road • Griffith IN 46319 



1545 US Hwy.41 Phone(219) 864-7810 

SCHERERVILLE. IN Fax(2 1 9) 864-78 1 3 


Ads 1 83 

Danielle Kovecsi 


w 



(219) 923-PERK 
(7375) 


THE DAILY PERK 

gourmet coffee • espresso • pastries • sandwiches 

Judy Clark 

2835 Highway Ave • Highland, IN 46322 




Lovely Gifts 
Unique Gift Baskets 
Bridal - Home Accessories 

Yankee Candlee-Balloona 
Garters, Charms, Bags, and Jewelry 

2841 Highway Avenue • (Downtown) Highland. IN 46322 , 

Tel/Fax (219) 838-181 1 - Joan Costa 






&JSTERE 


♦IMPORT I KS & V IIIKOS *l»OSTKItN 
♦TAPES T-Nlllltrs 

\i:w & used cirs *rox sets 

♦VIDEOS ♦ACCESSORIES 

♦SPECIALTY OKDEIIS OX REQUEST 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


8608 Kennedy 
Highland IN 

923-1944 



7119 Indianapolis 
Hammond IN 

845-7778 







GORDON SQUARE 
2834 - 45TH STREET 
HIGHLAND, INDIANA 46322 
(219) 922-8005 



SpeouMyuuf. i*i ail tUe latent pAattt 


184 


/ 



521 INDIANAPOLIS BLVD. 
HIGHLAND IN 46322 

(219) 924-0663 





BRUMMS PLAZA 
2558-45TH AVE. 
HIGHLAND, IN 46322 


LINDA MEYERS 
Hair Designer 
(219) 924-9242 


Junior Class Comiril 

l.itV is tarosil in 


tm 


\olly\ Custom l>«*>ii;ii «V >IF(i 
Kriilivsniaiil Oowns 
l ull Cin<> oi TiivihIo* lly lliinu llill 


r* Invitations * Caterers 1 
* l ilt t< eranliers * I init mines 
L * lltsceis * Hu sit i 


972-2221 


8612 Kennedy Ave, 


Highland. IN 


rXiniW.V Ai'cvos: 



Good Luck & Thanks to the 

QJlcu>c> of '97 

From your yearbook 

photographer 



(219)865-3869 





NOTHING ELSE 
IS A PEPSI, 

Pepsi-Cola General Bottlers, Inc. 9300 Calumet Avenue 

A Whitman Company Munster, Indiana 46321 


186 Ads 




Varsity Sports, Inc. 

134 N. Broad St. 
Griffith, IN 46319 
(219) 924-5110 
Fax (219) 924-5151 


Scott Eriks 

Owner 



“29 Years 01 
Fine Dining Experience" 
7706 S. Broadway 
Merrillville, IN 46410 
(219) 769-7990 


— 

Good luck 


to the 

< ^ f IT 

1997 


Varsity 

^ fr 

Baseball 

* 

Team 



I I 

Ummmmmmmmmmmm* 

< 7 lie foJJxncnn^ Pat/iouA, deflec- 
tor Atajf, and memheAA 

would Like to diAxcourac^e eu&ujouo 
from drinking and driving 
tlvcucjJioui tlte ifooA. and Into tlte 
4u*nmer. 

Mrs. Miklusak 
Grit l it li Gramlmollirrs# 11)11 
Tmlil Ik Iwrma 
Itroiiila Price 

Mike iV \;mrv Slouf 

%/ 

Mrs. Kim Vessel 1 
> I r.i\ > I rs. Si e ve Ko veesi.*l r. 
Kieliaril Osmulski Familv 

w 

Mrs. Sue Itrmvn 
Mr. Kol» Will 
Mr. *11111 Grail 
Mr. Hill Platt 
Mrs. Kim Vessel 
Mr. Han MeVoy 
Mr. Diaries Fmliiml 
Kevin X' Koimie Kmi 

larolvn Hrown 

* 

Parly Li<|iiors 
Kellv I.. Weber 



Pan h'lU' Kotycfi 






2>ean Adam, 

in* * ecu i t believe you ne yone cuuay, 

9t\ hand la accept day often day, 
ft au 'ne daft in heaven now we know, 

Hut we miid youn lauyhten and youn touch, 
We mUd you oh do ueny much, 

9n oan heanti you 'll always dlay, 

'll util we meet ayain one day. 

9u oun heantd aud thouyhtd alwayd 
Hove, 

Mom, Ibad, & Kink 



ftjeeuuj, 

*7 he yeaAd Itaue yone Ly, 4a ftidt 
and now tjauA e cut 
yauA way ta Old. Td/e 'oa 
alwayd Lean pAoud of 
you. and we alwayd will 

Le. 


Jlooe, 

Ibad & Mont 


Anyie , 

ftou ’te one nemankahle dauyhlen and. 
daiten to ud. ftou ue made ud do pnoud ft the youny 
woman you have become. 

*1he 6CS *7 ft euenythiny lift 
had to often H ouA widh to you. 

* Ihank-you ftn all the pAecioud 
memonied you ue yiuen ud. 

Hove, 

Mam, Ibad, & fyned 




Michael, 

Goncpiatulationd! ! ! 'ftou have yiuen ud 
many wondeAftd. memonied and yAeat jay. 


We gac da pAoud eft you! 
May yauA ftituAe he ftlled 
with happinedd and love. 
We uhll alwayd he tlteAe 
ftn you. 

Jlooe 

Mom, lb ad, & Matt 




I 


M, 

ftou didn t think you could da it, hut 
we alwayd knew you. could, ftou ue yluen ud 


wondeAftdl timed and 
cyieat mentonied. 
WhateueA you chaode, 
can he youAd. ftou 'ne the 
hedt!!!! 

Jlooe, 

Mom, lb ad, & AhLy 



Wandd cannot day what haoiny a 
dauyhteA and didteA like you had meant, 
ftou 'ue ftlled ouA liued 
with joy and happlneAd. 

May all youA dneamd 
and widhed come tAue. 

We loue you 4a much. 


Mom, lb ad, S fladan. 



IbeaA Stacy, 

ftou will alwayd he ouA ft ioanite 
dauyhteA. ftou haoe 
alwayd made ud 4a 
pAoud. Hedt ft luck in 
all you do. We loue you 
4a much. 

Mom, Ibad, 

(loh, & SpoAt 



IbeaA Suck, 

"7 he tedtd ft lift aAe not meant to 
hdeak you hut to make you. Jake 
ft youAdeft. ftou gac 
cjAeateA than you think. 

We loue you and aAe 
pAoud ft you. 

Jlooe 

Mom, Ibad, & Sam 



Ads 


Hsandon SteyaU jjeauelie VickeAy KsiAli RamScy Hold HlcSUny 


Boh, 

Jhankr JjOA heiny inch a wonderful ion, brother, and 
pUend. We ue lake*, yreal pride in watching you. yrow cA. 
a Undent, athlete, and moil 


importantly, a man. Purine 


your dreami with the 


knowledge that we'U 

W mr m 

alwcuyi he there p)r you.. 


We Jlove Ifau, 

\ r 

Mom, lb ad, fleliy, Michelle, 


£ Cuhhie 



n 



Ke/Vuf,, 

GonxyudirUJiani.! We are ail oer*/, 
proud oj you. /lever itap beltevmCf, in 
ifauMelf. Set your yoali 
JuaJr and let notlUnCf, ileer 
you picun youA pailt. 

We lave you, 

Mont, Jed, 

Kim, & Ghrti 



Kadi, 


Jove 

Hbad, Mont, S Nathan 



Couyratulalioni! ! If on made it! tjau 
have much to he pAaud a taut. If au ate the teU 
dauyhtei and Oiler 
anyone could have. We 
ate proud 0^ you £ lave 
you very much. We 
hope all your dteami 
come blue. 


Michael, 

GouxyiotuiatiouA.! Ifau. did it! 
We 'he very, jiAcud 
af you and wldh you 
the hedl in eueAythrny, 
you. do-. We lone you.. 

Jlaue, 

Mam <2 Jluutpy, 



/jeanelte, 

Ifau are io preciauT to ul! We love 

you and are io proud oj you! Whatever it 

talei., we 'll alwayT he there 



hpi you. "Jn everything, you 

fgj\ 

do, put Qod hint, and die 

IT » 

will direct you and crown 

— 

V 

your ejpnli with iuccen, " 

Pnoverhr 3:6. 

v 

All our Jlove, 

r 7 if ’ 

Mam £ 2>ad 

• *> j 


1 


9 b&lieise ut 

ifXUt. 

Jlodje AIumjUjA, 

Mown 


Hteuulon, 

CcuuyuUuLUicns! Idle. ate io oeAy pAOud 
oj you and especially, the man you. oe become, 
you have a oeAy bsuyltl jjutute ahead, and with 
youA deleAmcnaiion and iutelliyonce, you will 
teach youA yoali, and then home. tyoA judl bciny 
you, we looe you oeAy much. Idle ate bteSied to 
have you, and will always be heAe jjOA you. 

Qod HleSi you, 

Mom, Steve, /iteanne, Mihe, Rob., Hsian, & Kevin 



9t ieamd like only tfedtedday it wad yaud klndedyadteu. <yiaduatiou. 
l^ou lath Mud in unidan ( li/e did it)! Jlow ike yeadd Itaoe padded, 
h ow with ike lame tweet ^ aced and innocent United, £ wltk youd headtd 
pitied wltk looe and iauykted 
it'd ilme io do it ayatn. you ue 
lotk (fioen ud a lifetime o^ 
memodied io make ud Unite and 


lauyk. li/e thank, you ^Od 
makmy youd hlyk dckoot yeadd 
eady ^ od ud ad padentd. 

li/itk Jloolny ftdlde 
Alwayd, 

Mom £ Jbad 


JbeaA JbaAct--- 

Jlete you ate, teady ^OA coileye. Whete 
did the time ya?We ate io oeAy pAaud a ^ all a ^ 
youA accompiiiiunenti. *7 heAe ii. no doubt in auA 


’ 

mindi.,that with youA deteAmination, you anil be 


<^r 

a iucceAi! you know- we 'te alwayi, thete jaA you. 


We Jlooe you 



Mom 2 Jbad 




Mike, 

Gomyu^UdcMxh^ cuuH 
bait utiAiieA, jjOti a Itecdtluf,, 
U&pspsy, a*ub UtccedA^ui j f uUiA^. 
^ Jlaae, 

jbad & Mam 


fleAemy,, Mike, Kenan, jjoiht, 2 KaU: 

We com, t betieoe it i ooeA. idle don ! know about 
ifau yuyi. but we hod a biwit! 'Ifau cpuyi ate tAuly 
the (%£,& *7 and haoe cyiown into wondeA^ut youny 
men. We ate io pAOud of ail of you. Qood Luck in 
whateoeA you, do and itay jpuendli. 

JJaoe, ^Ihe Mationi., 2 ^Jhe SchaileAi 


9 


Katiina, 

Whete hoi the tune yone? ConyAatulationA. on youA 
yiadnation. tsfou. ate io oeAy ipecuU to ni and we ate pAond 
o i yon. Alwayi AemembeA that 
we 1QVC yon and all thinyi 
ate paiiitle UiAonyh oui lotd. 

Qood Inch in teaching, youA 
dtecuni and yoali. 
looe, 

Mom £ Jbad 

P.S. Qiandma would be ptend. 



1 90 Ads 


ijau ate the wind beneath, 
nuj, wincjA,. 

Jlave,, 

Mam 



j 


M" 

follow youA dteamA. 2 dan t eoeA yioe up. 
We 'te oeAy pAOud o ^ you! 
looe, 

Mom flefj, 2 liia 



Kml, 

WoAcli. can t eocpAeii how ptend yon have made ui. 'll on ate a 
oeAy ipectai ion £ InotheA. < !hanhi ^OA all the (pleat memoAid. 
We wUh yon yood health, 
happindi., £ the beit lijp can 
°HeA. Helieoe in yonAtell and 
you will incceed m whateoeA 
•S yon do and AemebeA- We will 
s> alwayi be heAe joA you 

All 6KR IQ VC, 

Mom, Jbad, £ Ada 



JbeaA Kelly, 

lion ate ihiil the lioitiny on the cahe! If on 
winaily haoe the ability to handle a itichy iitnation. 
Keep it up, jpA alwayi and 
b vteoeA. 

lone, 

Mom, Jbad, Cindy, £ Jjoih 



Cony/uUulaiioni lony ! 

'll/e aAe io ueAy pAoud o f you! We wiilt you all 
the tucceii and Uappineii 
you ieieAoe. WoaIi JtaAd 
and Itaoe confidence in. 
youAtelf and you W9JU1 
Uiccced. We will alwayi be 
UeAe fat you. 

We dove lion, 

Mont, 2) ad, * *10*1, & Clyital 



!) wiih 9 could (flue you AJJ yood thinyi that 
life ItcU to offeA but iince 9 can. 't 9 will <yiue you 
what 9 can, 

encouAoyement in 
whateueA you do and. 
loue now and 

AJWAljS. 

9 JQVZ 'R&'U, 

MOM 



Angela, 

Concpiotulationi! We 'te ueAy pAoud of you. 
fee Uappy and alwcuyi 
helieue in youAAelf. We 
will alwayi. he theAe fa* 

NJ you and ifOu will be oua 
Vx* pAinceii. 

Jove, 

Mont £ Tbad 



Goudtney, 

We did U! AfteA all we’ve /teen 
ttiAOuyh 9 can t believe it! 9 couldn t 
have dene it without you! We oe 
neatly, only judl heyun! 

teedt fyniendd tyoAeveA, 

KeAAy teeth 


Gonydatutationd. We ne veAy pAoud of 
you. May youA lije he filled with 
yood health, happiuedd, and 
Uicceid. you ’ne veAy Special to ud. 

We Glove you. 

Mom, lb ad, & Ron 


J 

1 

QQ 


Seth, 

GonyAatulationi on all of yauA many 
accomptulunenti. If on 'oe made wi io pAoud oueA 
the pall yeaAA. and we 
know you will continue to- 
do well at all you da. 

Keep intiliny. 

Jlaue , 

Mont, 2) ad, £ CtaiAe 



Gonydatutationd Mitze!! 

We aAe all do pAoud of you! 
We widlt foA you the hedt in 
eveAythiny you do. you have 
a ydeat fntuAe hefoAe you. 

Gove, 

jbad , MaAeia, Gun, 

Mady, & Midha. 


ConyAatulationi and all oua loue la a ueAy special 
dauyhtex and UileA 1 . PeutemleA, heiny youAielf U 
all it tahei foA iucceii and 
yood fAiendi!! < Utank you, 

* laAG. foA mahiny it io 
eaiy. to he io pAoud of 
you! Qo PuAdue!! 

Joue, 

Mont, 2) ad, £ 'lint 




f fct.vtit- Rows 


Qua. UeaAtA. one eucyiaued with tieaiuAed 
memoAteA.. Jle. pA&ient id e<t citiny. ta behold.! 
Mcuf, Qod Aichly bteAA. 
and liyht youA jjutuAe 
pathi. 

Jlaue, 

^ Mom, lb ad, CliAiAtina, 

& jjactyu 




£*p. ectation at biAtl: 'linlnawn 

S-zpectattan at cyiaduatian: 'Unlimited 

fjo*tatlto*t, Qod IgA. woAked a miAacie in 
youA li^e continue ieAoiny, cMim, 
uo teltiny, Low jaA die will lead. 

Jlooe, 

MotleA £ 2) ad 



GoaI, 

% oua little buddy, who- tin t io little 


anymoAe. 
Gony/icttulationA.! 
you made it! %/e aAe 
io pAoud of you.! 


Jlooe ya, 

Mom, jbad, & KiUti 




hanietle (Qiammy ■) 

We aAe io pAoud o j you and all a j youA 
accamplilmenti at QjfS. May you. aiwayi 
itniue pvt tie Liylteit cj 
yoali in li^e to ItAiny out 
youA toil alilitiei. We will 
aiwayi looe you. 

Jlooe aiwayi, 

Mom, had, 

Stephen, £ Onea Cooliei 







JLanl you jpA leiny Hat ipedal "little tpAl" who 
lai lilted ouA lioei will io mud joy and Lappineii! /■ 7i 
qua dauylteA and iiiteA, we oAe io oeAy pAoud o£ you and 
all you oe aocampliiled! We 
wail you all tlte haopinei.. i, 
joy, and Ltd Lje can yioe! 

All oua looe and led. wiileA 
will le will you aiwayi! 

All Qua Jlooe, 

Morn, had, £ Ciic 




My little yid. cjAaduatincj, ayain! 
I'm io oeAy ptAOud a ^ you. Shoot 
l tie moon Snica, cuy eoen i[ you 
miiA you 'Ll be ItanyUt ' with tie 
itaAi! Qood lucJz at PuActue! 

Jlooe you, 

Mom 



haoid, 

CoeAy teenayeA iUould enjoy Itiyl i clool ai much 
ai you Looe. We Ae io pAoud 0 ^ all youA accomplulmenti 
and aclieoementi. Jet that 
ipedal peAAonalily, and 


Unite ytude you into youA 
ItiuAe. Qood dud, haoid! 
May youA dAeami come tine, 
and iememleA we ie aiwayi 
tie . le joA you! 

We Jooe Ifou, 
Mom, had, £ han 




CltAiUy, Qua JinleA, 

We aAe oeAy pAoud a j you. ijou oe waited oeAy 
Laid ta aocompliil youA yoali in Liyl iclool. tjau can 
do anythiny you want. We 'll 
miiA you net. it yeaA while you 
puAAue youA dAeam. Jeit 
toiileA, we looe you 
oeAy mud. 

Jooe, 

had, Mom, Shown, 




r 


To Kevin : 

We aAe all oeAy pAcud of you 
tench! Hove you veAy muck 
and know you will Succeed 
in whateveA you do. dloue 
jun. 

Hove, 

Mom, "Had, 8>cott,C teoyan 



JfaUh, 

Seemi like ytulcnday that we l>AOuyUi ipm home 
jpom tlte hoipitol and. now we 'le lookiny at calleye.. tUwayl 
nemcmbeA., li^e H what you 
moke it . ConcyuUulatiani, 
le happy cmd, lelieue in 
youAiel^. 9 da!!! 

Hove, 

MomXQKO 



JbeoA. Mike, 

SupAiAe! 'Ljeak Aiyld, 9 jpAyot you know 
eveAythiny! 9 oe decided to ledecoAoie my UouAe, and 9 wai 
wondeniny i j 9 could Ioaaow a 
couple ojj youA cuoaodi. 9i/ow- 
wkat a yeaA- Mow hopefully 
you can look lack on it 
lememleAiny the yood timei. 

(food duck in youA 
pkotoynaphy ( education ?) 
caAeeA. 

Mm known 



Ibeai ^eanelt te, 

Supdiie! 9 fuil atauled la thank you upavn. fed all tits wodk you pul 
utlo tlud yea* i Reflected. Ifou piece and adyudled la you* poiiLon ai edited 40 
much iince lit* bepuuunp of Ike yead, and 

9 am uo\y pdoud of you jo* UuU. 9 am 
alio oedy pdoud of the deiipn, theme 
deoelopemenl, and i toned you did jo* lit* 
look. 9 Uaoe lu*ly enjoyed wodhutp unlit 
you Hud year and audit you all lit e boil in 
the f ulude. Keep in touch! 


Jlooe, 

Midi Rdoutu 



KcAyn, 

To ouA eveA imiliny iweetheait- We ne 
io ocy pAoud of you! We look joAojaAd to 
i ikaAina . in youA dncami 
and jfuluAe 
accomplulcmenti. 


Houe l^ou Alwayi, 
Mom & 9bad 



you weAe my {toil boAn and 9 waA. 
io pAoud. HateA you became Ike teiy SiileA 
to follow and now a 
Mom. T he Aoad ii 
youAA. to caAve but we 
have faith in all that 
you will achieve. 


Hove Alwayi, 
Mom, Zoica, Ken, C flenna 



9beoA Michele, 

you will alwayi be ouA Little auyel. We 
one veAy pAoud oj all youA 
accoutpliihmenti. Qood 
Huch at PuActue! Qod 
bleAA. you. 

Hove, 

Mom, 9b ad, fjohn, 

Cl Chad 



Ibead Soda, 

9 oe ahooyd ioid Madk Qdoce at ad the moil unded appdecialod 
mofOd leapue badeball ployed. Coedy yead he yeti podded up fod the all-ilod team, 
d +ipjt* hid unepualed defeniioe loupe and coudtdlenl amende, *llud yead, Sado 
you atede a lot like my (2nd) fauoute 
Cub iuped talented with little 
decopnitiou. l^ou atede a tdemeudoui 
addet to the iucceii of the 1 997 Reflected. 
y<iud hadd a/Odk plonmnp, utodJuup on 
the index, and "pinch hittiup" fod eoedy 
iecliou of the yeadltook id tdnly 
appdecioled by me and by the eutide 
Reflected Hoff Qood Jluch, Sado. 9 U 


Avl 


» 


Jlaoe, Maid &d own 



Danielle Kovesci 
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Wow, what a year! Can you believe it, > Qnyie? Coeryone iaid oar iemor year v^u ld 
9° by fad. boy, were they ruyld! 9t teemt like pad yeiterday we were tryiny on our capA and 
(jOautA. In the mirror and dreaminy about that tpecial day. Now my cap and yawn ate 
hanyiny in my cloiet ready to be put in Lite attic. 

!) waA to bummed that the yraduation ceremony waA intide. 9t waA io weird, becauAe 
that rnominy 9 waA extremely excited; the weather waA perfact, but a ( couAAe it had to tain an 
hour before. 9t waA unbearably hot in the yym, probably becauAe of alt the people that 
attended. 9t teemed like everyone brouyht theiA whale family! 

'Well anywayA, 9 m looktny faAward to all thoAe hichin ' yraduation partieA! 
We thauld <jO with Stacey, Adam, and KaU. We alwayA have a blait toyether. 
So did you fand a iummer job, yet? Man, 9 ihautd have darted taviny far 
calleye a lot earlier. 0)h welt, have you AeyideAed far your colleye claAAeA? 9 
haven' t, but 9 will toon. *7 , hii iummeA it (puny to yo by taper fait. Tboein'tit 
fael cjood to think that we don't have to yo to hiyh ichool anymore? 9' m to 
excited about colleye, but 9 It miAA alt the yood tunei we had in hiyh AehooJ 

We thauld yo to the beach toon before thit yood weather ditappeart. 9 can't 

believe how lony the cold weather lotted. 9t waA to depAeiAiny. but now it it 

tune fair uA to move an and dart a whole new yroovy Ufa, whether we alt fand our 
lifa-lony dreamt at colleye, in the workplace, or in the military, but at lead we 

can all remember the experience we have ihaAed in thiA old "tmall town" called 
Qriffath, at well at the time we be ipent on WiyyA Street Well, 9 'll probably 
tee you G/icuudxi tluA Auuune/i. Keejx i+t touch. . . 
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Junior Varsity JETS team members, 
sophomores Jeff Vessell and Jonathan 
Soverly present Samuel Cox, principal 
with their 3rd place National trophies. "I 
was very excited (about their accom- 
plishment). They did a fine job," said 
Cox. -Mike Podgorny 






Acting as a mentor, senior Tara 
Galambos teaches sophomore Meagen 
Clarke the secrets to a successful year- 
book. Galambos held both the positions 
of copy editor and album editor on the 
Reflector staff due to some last minute 
adjustments. -Mike Podgomy 


What a Bummer? 


Feeling a litte under the weather from a 
car accident, senior Kerry Moriarty is 
presented a carnation from Barbara 
Deleget, senior class sponsor, after re- 
ceiving her diploma. Moriarty was in- 
volved in the accident as she made her 
way to lunch on the last day of school. 

-Tony Papa 


Closing 1 99 

jeanette Vickery 





Cynthia Spejewski, music, looks over 
some donated Entertainment books, 
while WLS News interviews her about 
Chorale s problemed Beanie Baby 
fundraiser. Chorale lost around S3000 
from the fudraiser which was for their 
trip to San Diego. -Mile Podgomy ™ 




Art ffi ft ^ ^ — 


At the end of her first experience as an 
actress, senior Wendy Irvin receives a 
bouquet of flowers from her mother. 
Irvin played the part of Miep in the 
student-produced spring play. The Di- 
ary of Anne Frank. -Mike Podgorny 


Congratulations' 


After finally receiving her diploma, se- 
nior Christine Vavrek is greeted with a 
bouquet of flowers as well as a hug of 
congrats from a friend. Vavrek gradu- 
ated fourteenth in her class. 

-Tony Papa 



200 







COLoPhcW 


Editor-in-Chief 

Jeanette 

Vickery 

Managing Editor 

Sara Biehl 


Copy Editor 

Tara Galambos 
Photo Coordinator 
Mike Podgomy 
Photo Manager 
Rebecca Leffel 
Business Manager 
Danielle Kovecsi 
Student Life Editor 
Lydia Whitehead 
Assistant 
Kristi Ramsey 
Album Editor 
Tara Galambos 
Reporter 

Meagan Clarke 
C/ubs Editor 
Allison Gierman 
Reporter 
Tom Morosin 
Academics Editor 
Melissa White 
Reporter 

Cindy McFadden 
Sports Editor 
Vanessa Cutba 
Reporter 
Josh Martin 
Photographers 
Angela Summers 
Fay Netos 
Tony Papa 


Ad Representatives 

Kim Sines 
Stephanie Bol 
Carl Foust 
Jill Haulin 
Jenny Redar 
Adviser 

Carolyn Brown 


The 1997 Griffith High School Reflector was produced 
throughout the school year by a staff consisting of 23 students 
under the supervision of Carolyn Brown, Journalism/English 
Department. The book was printed by Herff Jones at 6015 Travis 
Lane, PO Box 10, Shawnee Mission, Kansas. The account was 
serviced by Herff Jones representative Susan Taylor and customer 

service adviser Julie Bogart. 

Reflector Volume 56 was pieced together in Room S107, commonly known as the "J" 

Room, with 6 Macintosh LC II, a Macintosh IlCi, 3 Power Macintosh 5300/100LC, and 3 brand 
new Power Macintosh 5260/120 computers all using the Pagemaker Elite program. All spreads 
were submitted to the plant on disks and were printed on 2 LaserWriter 16/600 PS printers 
purchased this year. 

What's Goin' On? This back to the 70's theme was created by editor-in-chief Jeanette 
Vickery with the help of a few other staff members. The yearbook theme idea was conceived 
during the Herff Jones Journalism Workshop over the summer at Manchester College, and was 
then carried out and added to throughout the year. 

This year the staff decided to submit a student produced cover. The sketches on the front 
cover were drawn by Justin Schwier, and the background art was produced by Melinda Serrano. 
Cover and colophon photos were taken by Mike Podgorny and Angela Summers. Due to the sale 
of advertisements, the staff was allowed to choose a flat of color (half full, half spot). The color. 
Sunflower was used on the end sheets, title page. Opening, and Student Life sections (pages 4-29). 
The theme pages as well as the end sheets were designed by Jeanette Vickery. The front end 
sheet was printed on white stock, and the back end sheet as well as the 200 pages were printed on 
Bordeaux Paper Stock. 

This year the Reflector was divided into 5 sections. All copy was set in 11 point Palatino, 
and captions were set in 8 point Palatino. Headlines included the fonts Garamond Narrow and 
Klang MT (Student Life), Bodoni MT (Album and Academics), Nadianne (Clubs), Fritz (Sports), 
and Sunflower Bold and Klang MT (Cover and theme pages). Theme copy was set in 12.5 point 
Swing and 1 1 point Palatino. 

Yearbook photographers shot more than 6500 frames of black and white, and color film 
using various types of cameras. All processing and printing was completed by the staff. 

However, the senior portraits, club photos and team photos were provided by Larry Titak 
Photography of Schererville, IN, and underclassmen photos by Interstate Studios. 

The 1 997 Reflector pre- 
sold 487 copies at prices 
starting from $32 up to 
$47, depending on 
the date of purchase. 

The Reflector Staff is a 
member of the Indiana 
High School Press 
Association and the 
Quill and Scroll Society. 
This year as well as in 
past years the Reflector 
staff won many local as 
well as national awards 
for theu^^J^The^^^ 
ector made the final 

Hoosier Star Award and 
received recognition at 
Ball State University's 
Journalism Day and at 
the IHSPA State and JEA 
National Journalism 
Conventions. 
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